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World Reaction to iranian Airbus Downing Sampled 


WA0707160088 [Editorial Report} 


NEAR EAST & SOUTH ASIA 


Iran—lIranian inedia were quick to react to the downing 
of Iran Air flight 655 over the Persian Gulf on 3 July. In 
its first commentary on the incident, Tehran Domestic 
Service described the “horrendous” American “crime” 
as a “new development” in US. atter-pts to “intim- 
idate™ Iran and “force it to compromise.” The offical 
response from Tehran was also swift. A 3 July Foreign 
Ministry statement broadcast by Tehran radio urged 
international condemnation of the “anti-human US. 
action,” which Foreign Mi£nister Velayati. cited by 
IRNA, termed a “capital crime.” For his part, Prime 
Minister Musavi, in remarks carried by IRNA, declared 
that America “would not stay immune from the conse- 
quences of ‘this criminal act’.”’ “Our response to the U.S. 
is long-term preparation until victory.” 


On 4 July, Tehran Domestic Service aired a letter from 
Velayati to UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar. In 
his note, the foreign minister asserted that the 
“aggressive attack” violated “all international rules and 
regulations, especially Clauses | and 2 of the 1944 
Chicago Convention” on international civil aviation. He 
also asked for immediate UN condemnation and an 
on-site investigation. A subsequent Tehran radio com- 
mentary said the “criminal United States should know” 
that the “unlawfully shed blood” will be “avenged in the 
same blood-spattered sky over the Persian Gulf.” 


On the same day, in a message of condolence to Ayatol- 
lah Khomeyni, his designated successor, Grand Ayatol- 
lah Montazeri, declared that it would be “befitting” for 
Khomeyni to “issue the necessary orders” to initiate 
“carefu! plans” for a “principled fight against the main 
enemy, the United States.” He explained that the strug- 
gle should encompass the “political, economic. cultural 
and military fronts,” adding that a “full-scale war against 
the United States cannot be fought with slogans and 
propaganda campaigns alone.” “Cores of resistance 
inside and outside the country” should make “financial, 
political, economic, and military interests the targets of 
their struggle.” In an announcer-read reply. Khomeyni 
asserted that “officials of the system must concentrate all 
their efforts toward the war,” and “endeavor to create 
massive developments in all war-related issues,’ with 
“all going toward the fronts for an all-out war against the 
United States and its lackeys.” 


Among other Iranian reaction on 4 July, President 
Khamene’‘i, interviewed by Tehran radio, referred to the 
“mad rage and hatred” of the United States, which led to 
“violent and disgraceful terrorism,” for which the U.S. 
Government “will have to suffer the consequences.” Ina 
similar vein, Foreign Minister Velayati, addressing dip- 
lomats in remarks reported by Tehran Domestic Service, 
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stated that “the consequences” of the U.S. presence in 
the Gulf will be borne by America and “those countries 
that have invited or facilit?*ed its presence.” 


On 5 July. in a speech to parliament, its speaker, 
Hojjat-ol-Eslam Hashemi-Rafsanjani, characterized the 
downing of the plane as “a disaster unprecedented in 
contemporary history.” adding that “we will not allow 
ourselves to refrain from taking revenge, and the choice 
of time is up to us, not the United States.” Prime 
Minister Musavi, in a message to the leaders of 24 
countries summarized by IRNA, noted that the presence 
of the U.S. fleet had “seriously endangered the security 
of regional nations.” He pointed out that “the Iranian 
Government considers the Reagan administration 
responsible for the crime,” and appealed to world leaders 
to “react properly” so as to prevent similar incidents. 


Observing military maneuvers, President Khamene’), in 
Statements transmitted by IRNA on 6 July, promised a 
“firm response” to the incident. Tehran radio cited 
Khamene’: as pledging “total engagement age »si this 
very harsh, disastrous, and savage American action. In 
an apparent reference to President Reagan's declaration 
that the United States considers the matter closed. 
Khamene’: said that not only was the case “not 
finished,” but that “it is only the start of the affair.” He 
then went on to highlight Iran’s right “to give an appro- 
priate response” to the “disaster.” 


In a later commentary, Tehran Domestic Ser ice alleged 
that “it is now revealed” that the “USS Vincennes” had 
“previously endangered” lives “about a month ago” by 
tracking “civilian aircraft.” By “putting all the blame” 
on the “Vincennes,” the station explained, President 
Reagan was opposing the notion that it was the Ameri- 
can presence in the Gulf that had “caused” such “paintul 
incidents.” On the same day, IRNA claimed that “firm 
evidence” existed “lending credence” to the theory that 
the downing was a “deliberate act™ by the vessel, which 
was Said to have a “dark record of U.S. state terrorism.” 
The emphasis on premeditation cont nued when Prime 
Minister Musavi, in remarks reported by IRNA, spoke of 
“documented evidence of a joint plot” vy the United 
States and Iraq regarding this “unmanl,” act. While 
Stating that the attack would not go unanswered, Musavi 
added that “proper reaction’ by the world “would be 
effective in preventing” similar tragedies on the future. 


Finally, in remarks carried by the Kuwaiti news agency 
KUNA but not monitored from Iranian media, Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Larijani “admitted” to 
the Austrian newspaper KURIER that the pilot of the 
Iranian airliner “did not pay attention to warnings by 
American warships,” as he was “busy with many things 
in the cockpit.” Iraq—Baghdad media coverage of the 
loss of Iran Air flight 655 has been limited. On 4 July. 
Baghdad INA transmitted a report citing Iranian oppo- 
sition leader Mas‘ud Rajavi as holding the Khomeyni 
regime responsible for the downing of the airliner duc to 
its insistence On continuing the war. Two days later. in 
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another INA dispatch on a speech by President Saddam 
Husayn, the Iraqi president accused Khomeyni of reit- 
erating his “evil intentions” against Arabs, Muslims, and 
human values “in his reply to Montazeri following the 
occurrence of the regrettable incident involving the 
Iranian passenger plane.” Saddam Husayn concluded 
that Khomeyni's message was a reminder to the world of 
his “subversive course”. Syria—An “official source” 
cited by Damascus radio on 4 July noted that Syria had 
learned of the loss of the Iran Air plane “with amaze- 
ment, pain, and disgust.” The same source characterized 
the incident as an “atrocious crime.” Commentary by 
the official press has been equally strident. In its 5 July 
press review, ihe station quoted AL-THAWRAH, which 
claimed that the action was “premeditated,” and that the 
United States is the “number one terrorist state in the 
world and the leader of this terrorism.” On the same day. 
another Damascus paper, AL-BA‘TH, alleged that the 
US-NATO military presence in the Gulf would 
threaten the region with “devastating consequences” as 
long as the United States continued to “interfere in its 
affairs.’ Egypt—The first official response to the down- 
ing of the Iranian airliner was a statement on 4 July by 
Fore.gn Minister “Abd al-Mayjid expressing his regret at 
the loss of the plane. MENA said he affirmed that the 
incident “manifests the dangers facing the peoples of the 
Gulf.” and called for the international community to 
establish a just peace quickly. This was followed by a 
MENA piece on a statement by the Soviet ambassador in 
Cairo linking such incidents to the presence of U.S. and 
other Western military forces in the Gulf. 


On the same day, a Cairo television commentator 
described the event as an example of the “tragic escala- 
tion” resulting from the “Israeli policy of prolonging the 
Gulf war.” The commentator explained that American 
units ““mustook the airliner for a military jet” and shot it 
down “by mistake.” In a 5 July commentary, Cairo radio 
took a different line, claiming that similiar incidents will 
occur as long as the Gulf war continues, which, in turn, 
was blamed on the “behavior of Iranian rulers.” In 
another commentary on 6 July, the station agreed that 
the incident showed the urgent need to cnd the war. 
“whatever the truth” about conflicting U.S. and Iranian 
claims over the cause of the downing. Israel—In state- 
ments reported by Jerusalem radio, Prime Minister 
Yitzhag Shamir said “ihe United States should not be 
blamed for the downing of the Iranian airplane because 
the incident was caused by human error.” Vice Prime 
Minister Peres, in comments broadcast by the radio, 
expressed sorrow over the incident, noting: “It was a 
very unfortunate event, probably a human error.” Peres 
also voiced his belief that the downing would have no 
“direct repercussions for Israel.” 


All major Israeli papers carried editorials and comments 
on the incident in their 5 July editions. Among them, the 
independent paper HADASHOT blamed Iran for the 
accident, asserting: “Anybody condemning the Ameri- 
cans had better ask himself why the Iranian airliner 
ventured into the battle zone, why the aircraft's captain 
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refused to identify himself, and why the plane was flying 
so low.” THE JERUSALEM POST expressed concern 
that Tehran would “use the airline tragedy to trigger new 
desperate acts of international violence,” highlighting its 
own certainty that the U.S. Government will want to 
offer material compensation to the victims’ families, 
even if itis firmly established that “local U.S. command- 
ers had sufficient reason to suspect a hostile saulitary 
aircraft.” Saudi Arabia—On 4 July, at the end of a 
regularly scheduled newscast. Riyadh Domestic Service 
carried a brief item on Iranian rescue attempts after the 
loss of the Iran Air plane. This was followed several 
hours later by a report on King Fahd’s call for greater 
“vigilance and alertness” against “any sudden incident.” 
For its part. the news agency SPA cited the Kingdom's 
expression of “regret” over the episode. While offering 
condolences to the families of the victims, Saudi Arabia 
was said to be looking forward to a “swift end” to the 
conflicts in the region in order to avert “more dangers 
and calamities in the Gulf area.” 


The Manama news agency WAKH on 5 July noted the 
following comment, which appeared in an editorial pub- 
lished on the same day in the Medina Arabic-language 
newspaper AL-MADINAH: “The current tension in the 
Gulf and the dangers threatening the region were imposed 
by the Iranian regime's policy of piracy toward merchant 
ships belonging to neutral, nonbelligerent states.” The paper 
added that such “negative developments would not have 
occurred had the Iranian rulers accepted the peace advo- 
cated by iraq and supported by all peace-loving countries.” 
Kuwait—Quoting a “responsible source” at the Foreign 
Ministry on 4 July. Kuwait radio noted the government's 
“extreme regret and sorrow” at the downing of the Iranian 
airliner. According to KUNA, the ministry believed the 
“tragic incident” was the result of the “continuing tense 
Situation in this region.” 


In a 6 July KUNA summary of press comment, height- 
ened tension was again seen as the “real cause” of the 
incident, which threatened “more and bigger tragedies.” 
However, the KUWAIT TIMES warned the United 
States that it has done “precious little to show it shares 
the distress” of the bereaved. AL-RA*Y AL-AMM., 
normally known for its anti-American views, advised 
Iran against retaliation, as that would “breed a spiral of 
reprisals” claiming additional civilian lives. An earher 
KUNA press review on 5 July cited AL-SIYASAH as 
holding Iran “partly responsrble” for the incident duc to 
its “constant refusal to abide by peace calls.” The 
KUWAIT TIMES was said to have urged Tehran to 
“seize the occasion and accept peace.” Libya—After 
several factual reports on 3 July citing Iranian sources, 
the official news agency JANA noted the American 
admission of responsibility for the “horrible crime” and 
“ugly massacre.” which were described as the latest case 
of American “state terrorism.” A commentator for the 
news agency appealed for “firm and responsible” inter- 
national pressure on the United States to “withdraw its 
fleets and its military bases wherever they may be.” A 
Foreign Liaison Bureau statement transmitted by JANA 
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on 4 July repeated the call for the withdrawal of “all 
foreign fleets” from the Gulf. In a second declaration from 
the Foreign Liaison Bureau cited by JANA, addressed to 
the diplomatic corps on 5 July, “all states” were asked to 
“work for the withdrawal of American fleets from the 
Mediterranean and the Arab Gulf.” Lebanon—lInitia! 
Lebanese reaction to the incident was dominated on 5 
July by reports from various radios that the Islamic Jihad 
organization had decided to execute an American hostage 
to avenge the loss of Iramian lives. The French news 
agency AFP added that analysts did not take the threat 


seriously, as it was not accompanied by photographs of 


any captives. The agency also cited Shi'ite religious leader 
Shaykh Fadlallah as saying the episode did not justify the 
taking of additional Western hostages. 


The only monitored reaction from official Lebancse sources 
came from acting Prime Minister Salim al-Huss, who. 
according to Beirut radio, felt “the enormity of the tragedy” 
was greater because the plane had been downed by U.S 
forces. Other prominent figures took a harsher line. Quoted 
by the same radio, Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din, dep- 
uty chairman of the Higher Islamic Shi'ite Council, termed 
the event a “criminal massacre,” while the leader of the 
Amal movement, Minister Nabih Birri, sent a cable to 
Ayatollah Khomeyni referring to the attack as “a human 
scandal by U.S. hands.” The Political Bureau of the leftist 
Druze PSP denounced the incident as a reflection of “US. 
contempt for human values.” according to the clandestine 
Voice of the Mountain radio. Jordan—No official state- 
ments on the Iran Air incident have been monitored from 
Jordanian media. However, in its reporting on ihe affair. 
Amman Domestic Service has tended to emphasize the 
“inadvertent” nature of the event, which occurred while the 
“USS Vincennes” was in a “defensive position.” On 4 July, 
the radio claimed that the international community saw the 
attack as confirmation of the “urgent need to end the 
Iraq-Iran conflict and achieve peace in the region so that 
such a tragic incident will not recur.” While coverage by the 


Amman Arabic-language press has been virtually devoid of 


comment, in a 4 July article in AL-RA‘Y, columnist Masar- 
wah drew a parallel with the South Korean plane brought 
down by the Soviets, pointing out that Jordan condemned 
that attack in the UN Security Council. In contrast. a 5 July 
editorial in the English-language daily JORDAN TIMES 
said: “The U.S. must accept the major part of the blame for 
the accident and must recognize that military prowess 1s not 
the answer to all political or human dilemmas.” Bahrain— 
In a declaration summarized by Manama WAKH on 4 July. 
a Foreign Ministry spokesman expressed Bahrain's ‘regret 
and sorrow” to the families of those lost aboard Iran Air 
flight 655. The government, he added, sees the incident as a 
“clear example of the tension and threat to regional security 
and stability resulting from the Iraq-Iran war.’ The spokes- 
man concluded by voicing Bahrain's wish for a speedy end 
to the Gulf conflict. 


Among the press comment, WAKH cites an editorial in 
the 4 July ed'tion of the Manama daily AKHBAR 
AL-KHALIJ. According to WAKH, the paper attributed 
the incident to Iran’s insistence on continuing the war. 
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and praised the “moral courage” of the United States in 
admitting its own mistake. That admission, the paper 
wrote, has “contributed to containing the effects of the 
incident and settling its consequences.” UAE—On 4 
July. a Foreign Ministry official, in a statement noted by 
Manama WAKH. expressed “deep sorrow and grief” at 
the recent U_S. naval action in the Gulf. The UAE. he 
declared, felt the “tragic incident” was a result of the 
continuation of the Iraq-Iran war. The spokesman also 
reaffirmed the UAE’s call for implementation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 598 on the conflict. 


In a 5 July editorial reported by Manama WAKH, the 
leftist paper Al-Shariqah AL-KHALJU accused the United 
States of “turning the region into an explosive furnace as 
a result of its policies of aggression.” The United States 
sees the Middle East as an “exclusive American lake 
where no one can swim, not even the peoples of the area 
themselves.” India—The Indian Government has 
“deplored” the downing of an Iranian civilian aircraft. In 
a statement by a spokesman for the External Affairs 
Ministry, reported by Delhi radio on 4 July, the use of 
military force against a “clearly civilian target” was 
“unjustified.” The spokesman called on the U.S. Admin- 
istration to “thoroughly investigate the circumstances” of 
the acon and “identify those responsible for ut.” The 
radio also said that Prime Minister Gandh: had conveyed 
“heartfelt sympathies” in a message to his Iranian coun- 
terpart over “the act of violence perpetrated” on 3 July 

Pakistan—In a message to his Iranian counterpart, cited 
by Islamabad Domestic Service on 4 July. President 
Mohammad Ziaul Hag said “the tragedy” represented by 
the loss of the Iranian plane “appalled and grieved” him 
“beyond any measure.” The president described the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the incident, in which four Paki- 
Stanis died, as “highly regrettable and reprehensible.” He 
appealed to the United States to initiate an inquiry and 
punish those responsible for this “unpardonable deed.” 
Bangladesh—A Foreign Ministry spokesman, quoted by 
Dhaka radio on 5 July, expressed “<aicep shock” at the 
downing of the Iranian Airbus. He said his government 
“deplored the loss of many valuable lives.” and empha- 
sized Bangladesh's “deep anxiety at the tension” in the 
region. Afghanistan—In the sole monitored Afghan reac- 
tion to the downing of Iran Air flight 655, the English- 
language service of the official news agency BAKHTAR 
transmitted a “statement” on 6 July asserting that the 
United States “provides all-sided grounds for the interna- 
tional terrorism.” The statement recommended the with- 
drawal of U.S. forces and those of other nations not 
bordering the Gulf. 


SOVIET UNION 


The Airbus incident was first reported at 1100 GMT on 
3 July by Moscow's English-language broadcast service. 
citing IRNA. A similar item was carried by TASS English 
at 1149 GMT. picked up by Moscow tn Russian at | 300 
GMT. and then by Radio Peace and Progress in Arabu 
at 1330 GMT. US. claims to have downed an F-14 were 
mentioned in hourly broadcasts beginning with the 1500 
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GMT Moscow World Service in English. Moscow tele- 
vision’s “Vremya™ newscast repeated the IRNA reports, 
adding related clips of Dubayy television film. Moscow 
in English at 2000 GMT noted President Reagan's 
admission of U.S. responsibility, which it said “avoids 
the capital issue”: how the mistake could have been 
made. TASS English at 2033 GMT on 3 July cited 
Admiral Crowe as having admitted the plane had been 
Shot down and having said that the United States 
“deeply regrets” the incident. The TASS report noted 
State Department alerts to most embassies regarding 
“special” security measures. President Reagan's state- 
ment on the incident wass the lead 1tem on the World 
Service in English 2100 GMT 3 July broadcast and the 
Spanish broadcast. 


TASS in English at 0615 GMT on 4 July cited comments 
by U.S. Democratic Party presidential candidates 
Dukakis and Jackson, expressing “deep regret” over the 
downing. A report on the Iranian recovery of bodies was 
ihe second ttem on the Moscow World Service in English 
0700 GMT 4 July broadcast, including a brief mention 
of Iranian Foreign Minister Velayati’s statement placing 
“full responsibility” on the United States. A commen- 
tary carried on the broadcast, the first monitored since 
the incident occurred, questioned whether the downing 
was accidental. It asserted that U.S. commanders in the 
Gulf “have apparently been losing control of their 
actions more and more.” and asked whether the incident 
will lead Reagan to realize that U.S. ships “should be 
withdrawn from the Gulf.” TASS English at 1023 GMT 
on 4 July reported that First Deputy Foreign Minister 
Vorontsov received the Iranian ambassador to discuss 
the downing. 


A TASS Russian commentary at 1010 GMT on the same 
day reported “feverish” attempts in Washington to 
“justify” the downing as “defense from possible attack.” 
Aleksandr Pogodin. in a Moscow World Service com- 
mentary carried at 1110 GMT on 4 July, described US. 
accounts of the “tragic event” as ranging from “outright 
lies to cynical self-justification.” “I am deeply 
convinced,” the commentator said, that the act “was 
deliberate mass murder in cold blood” and that it 1s 
“futile” for the attack to be compared to “the termina- 
tion” of the Korean Airline flight over the USSR, which 
had been flying over Soviet territory for a long tume 
“despite warnings.” This commentary was repeated in 
nine subsequent broadcasts in six languages. 


Iran’s protest to the United Nations was reported by the 
World Service at 1300 GMT on 4 July. At 1326 GMT, 
TASS English carried the Supreme Soviet Presidium’s 
message to the Iranian president offering “profound and 
sincere condolences upon the tragic death of the passen- 
gers and crew of an Iranian airliner shot down by a 
missile from a U.S. naval ship.” This was the first 
monitored high-level official Soviet statement on the 
incident, and it was widely relayed by both European 
and Asian radio beams. 
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4 “TASS statement” carried by TASS English at 1347 
GMT on 4 July declared that the downing was “far from 
accidental” and reinforces the need for the U.S. Navy to 
“leave the Persian Gulf without delay.” The TASS 
Statement was also widely reported on various Moscow 
radio beams. 


Moscow in Arabic at 1400 GMT that day carried the 
Iranian protest to the United Nations as its lead item. 
but only the first two items concerned the incident. 
Radio Peace and Progress in English to Asia gave the 
incident sixth place in a 10-1tem broadcast at 1400 GMT. 
The Supreme Soviet condolences were picked up by 
various Moscow broadcasts as their lead or second item, 
bul treatment of the rssue was generally bricf. The TASS 
Statement was also picked up as the lead item for English 
and French broadcasts. Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Gerasimoy was reported by TASS Russian at | 730 GMT 
as pointing out that the Airbus was shot down “in broad 
daylight in excellent visibility.” unlike the Korean air- 
liner in 1983. Also on 4 July. Moscow broadcasts in 
indonesian, Hindi. Cambodian. Tamil, Lao, and Viet- 
namese carried two commentaries on the downing of the 
Iran Air jet. In one, Aleksandr Pogodin described the 
downing as “murder” and rejected President Reagan's 
“excuses.” He declared that. contrary to President Rea- 
gan’s claims, this action proves that the United States 
really does not want peace in the Gulf. In the second 
commentary. Stanislav Vasilyev said that the downing 
was not accidental, as it was a direct consequence of the 
U.S. naval presence in the Gulf. He called tor the 
withdrawal of foreign navies from the region and for UN 
supervision of international shipping lanes. 


In addition to numerous TASS items. Moscow Televi- 
sion Service carried three commentaries on the incident 
The first. by Igor Goranskiy in the “World Today” 
program on 4 July, noted that the tragedy has caused a 
“wave of indignation throughout the world” and said 
that “it 1s difficult to believe that a huge passenger plane 
was mistaken for a small fighter.” The second, by Alek- 
sandr Serikov in the “Novosti” 2200 GMT newscast, 
pointed out that this action could lead to Iranian retali- 
ation and noted that many countries have called for the 
implementation of measures to prevent an armed con- 
flict in the Gulf 


Initial Soviet press reaction to the 3 July downing of the Iran 
Air Airbus fell into two basic categories: the charge that the 
United States had perpetrated a “monsirous crime” and 
“terrorist act” (PRAVDA), and had resorted to “irrespon- 
sible. criminal actions” (KRASNAYA ZVEZDA) and a 
“barbarous action” (TRU D), and consideration of the polit- 
ical and technical implications of the incident for both the 
Gulf region and the entire world in terms of the potential for 
escalation to a large-scale crisis. 


On 5 July, PRAVDA’s Second Edition devoted halt of page 
5 to reports an commentaries on the 3 July aircraft 
downing. Under « prominent headline—" Missiles Against 
Passengers’ —the paper prefaced its feature with a group of 
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subordinate captions published in boldface characterizing 
the incident as, inter alia, a “Terrorist Act by the US. 
Navy.” a “Monstrous Crime in the Persian Gulf.” ard a 
“Barbarous Action by the United States.” 


4 TASS report from Nicosia published in 5 July's PRAVDA 
cited the initial reactions of Iranian Prime Minister Musavi 
and Foreign Minister Velayati and Tehran radio, and was 
followed by a 4 July Washington dispatch from the paper's 
own correspondent, Vitaliy Gan, who began by saying that 
“cold-blooded murder has been perpetrated in the sky over 
the Persian Gulf.” Gan then tocused on the “propaganda” 
operation begun by “official Washington” to find versions 
of the incident that could be presented to the public. He 
cited the reference in a news conference held by Admiral W. 
Crowe, chief of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, to “extenu- 
ating circumstances,” and added that Crowe accused Iran 
“virtually of a deliberate provocation.” Summarizing the 
explanations given and citing che technical sophistication of 
the “USS Vincennes,” the correspondent wrote that, in the 
light of the facts that accumulated throughout the day. 
“even to a nonspecialist these argumenis sound naive at 
best.” He viewed the White House response, with President 
Reagan both expressing “deep regret over the ‘terrible 
human tragedy” and labeling the incident “an appropriate 
defensive act,” as an attempt “to smooth out the obvious 
‘discrepancies’ in the explanations.” 


In an accompanying commentary, PRAVDA observer 
Tomas Kolesnichenko stated that “a crime has been com- 
mitted” and declared that the U.S. missiles “also blew apart 
the provis:ons of international law, ¢ mmonsense, and the 
principles of nonuse of force and non.nterference in other 
peoples’ affairs.” Kolesnichenko noted that when Admiral 
Crowe was asked at a news conference about the “the 
difference between the present incident and the incident 
involving the Korean aircraft” he “resorted to sheer distor- 
tion of the facts” and “turned everything upside down.” The 
PRAVDA observer went on to state that it would be 
“absurd” to accept the U.S. President's claim that the 
United States is only interested in peace in the Gulf. “Peace 
will not be achieved by such methods,” he wrote. Attempts 
to justify what took place, he said, “show what a danger is 
posed to mankind by American forces in areas remote from 
the United States.” The incident was “preprogrammed,” he 
claimed, inasmuch as the Gulf’s militarization and the U.S. 
and allied naval concentration there .epresent a “loaded 
gun” with “the hammer inexorably cocked.” Another “far- 
reaching” question in Kolesnichenko’s view is that of the 
implications of the apparent failure of U.S. technology: “If 
the latest electronic equipment failed to distinguish a cum- 
bersome, slow-moving Airbus from a supersonic fighter, 
what guarantee is there,” he asked, “that in the future the 
much-vaunted SDI supercomputers will not make the same 
mistake, with unpredictable consequences? It 1s clearly also 
time that America matched the frontiers of its Armed 
Forces to its own territory.” 


In a 5 July KRASNAYA ZVEZDA article, V. Pustov 
also cited Soviet warnings of the “most dangerous con- 
sequences” that could ensue from the ongoing increase 
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in the U.S. and allied presence in the Gulf. After observ- 
ing how “very belated™ were the “profound regrets” 
voiced in Washington, Pustov added that the “terrible 
tragedy” “can in no way be regarded as purely acciden- 
tal.” Noting that the Soviet Union put forward a “con- 
Structive initiative” to tackle the “difficult situation” in 
the region, Pustov said that Washington and other 
NATO capitals failed to come up with a positive 
response. He declared that, despite the tragedy. the 
U.S.Administration plans no changes in a Persian Gulf 
policy initiated by former U.S. Secretary of the Navy 
Lehman, which, in the words of THE WASHINGTON 
POST, has increased to an exceptional degree not only 
the possibility of serious clashes in international waters 
but the danger that such clashes could escalate and 
develop into a nuclear conflict. 


TRUD on 5 July carried a “specialist's opinion” by 
Candidate of Juridical Sciences V. Bordunoy. senior 
scientific associate of the USSR Academy of Sciences 
State and Law Institute, who disputed the U.S.claim of a 
“technical error.” After dicussing the ways in which civil 
or military aircraft are identified, he declared that “the 
Americans knew what they were dealing with.” He 
accused the United States of violating the 1984 amend- 
ment to Article 3 of the Chicago convention, to the effect 
that “every state must refrain from using weapons 
against civil aircraft in flight,” and concluded that the 
“gross violation of this important principle of interna- 
tional air law...gives grounds for qualifying the U.S. 
behavior as unlawful, with all ensuing consequences.” 
The trade unions’ central governing body. the 
AUCCTHU, tssued a statement, carried in the same issue 
of TRUD, which declaring that “there can be no justifi- 
cation for this barbarous action.” The statement 
demanded an end to the “provocative maneuvers” by 
U.S. Armed Forces in the Gulf, which “threaten a grave 
exacerbation of the military-political situation in this 
region and throughout the world.” 


The issue of foreign reaction to the incident was raised in 5 
July's KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA, which claimed that 
“some British mass media (and primarily BBC television) 
are responding...in a highly peculiar fashion” designed “to 
justify the actions of their main allies, the Americans.” 
Prime Minister Thatcher's expression of “profound regret” 
over the loss of life 1s juxtaposed with her “full support” for 
the Americans’ actions, which she described as “sel!- 
defense,” the paper added. 


In the ' Review of World Developments” on the World 
Service in English at 0310 GMT on 5 July, commentator 
Yuriy Reshetnikov asserted that “for practical purposes” 
the United States “is currently in a state of war with 
Iran,” “whether it wishes or not.” The “longstanding” 
Soviet proposal to install an international force to pro- 
tect Gulf shipping “is not likely to be accepted any time 
soon,” he continued. He concluded, citing a Western 
analyst, that the United States should reduce the size of 
its Gulf torce. 
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Commentator Pogodin, also speaking on the World in 
Service English at 1110 GMT, reported “clear indica- 
tions the United States does not intend to assess the 
tragedy in realistic terms and draw the necessary conclu- 
sions,” even though “a crime has been committed, a 
deliberate crime.” 


A Moscow radio Russian-language commentary at | 500 
GMT on 5 July made the point that the “much-praised 
U.S. military technolgy is far from perfect...if it is 
incapable of distinguishing a regular airbus from a 
combat aircraft.” 


Iran’s request for an emergency Security Council meet- 
ing on the incident was reported by Moscow English at 
1900 GMT on 5 July. TASS English at 1931 GMT 
reported without comment President Reagan's state- 
ment that in downing the airbus the United States had 
acted upon its “inherent right to self-defense” and his 
assertion that he considered the incident “closed.” 


On 5 July, in the only signed commentary observed on 
Moscow radio's broadcasts in Portuguese to Brazil, Alek- 
sandr Pogodin told Brazilian listeners: “I am sure it was 
a crime, a programmed crime.” Pogodin added: “I want 
to say this crime is a direct consequence of the policy 
Washington is pursuing in the Persian Gulf: a policy of 
force and of the increase of tensions.” No signed com- 
mentaries were observed on Moscow radio's broadcasts 
in Spanish to Chile, but an anonymous commentary on 
5 July said that “the entire world” reacted with “indig- 
nation and condemnation of the policy” that made the 
incident possible, cailing it “‘a direct consequence of U.S. 
military actions during the last year to reinforce its 
presence in the Persian Gulf.” 


Moscow broadcasts in Indonesian, Hindi, Cambodian. 
Tamil, Lao, and Vietnamese carried repeats of the pre- 
vious day's Aleksandr Pogodin commentary on 5 July, as 
well as a TASS statement reiterating the theme that the 
downing was the direct result of the U.S. naval presence 
in the Gulf. 


A television commentary by Igor Fesunenko in the 
“World Today” program on 5 July noted that “state- 
ments of disgust and condemnation of the United 
States” are streaming in from all continents and that 
“stormy protest demonstrations,” regarding not only 
this “criminal action” but the U.S. military presence in 
the Gulf, are being staged before many U.S. embassies. 


Treatmeat of the downing in all monitored broadcasts 
on 5 July was brief, and in most cases it was not the lead 
item. “Vremya”™ television newscasts tended to carry 
these items well down in their presentations. 


IZVESTIYA on 6 July publishes a commentary attrib- 
uted to V. Ivanov, who described the airbus downing as 
a “natural consequence” of U.S. policy. The past year 
has shown, he said, that the “massive U.S. presence and 
the use of force are not conducive to safe navigation.” 
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The purpose of the U_S. presence is “to demonstrate U_S. 
might and kvep the Persian Gulf within the Western 
sphere of niiluence.” In the author's opinion, the inci- 
dent is evidence of the “tremendous threat inherent in 
regional conilicts.” with the possibility that “any inci- 
dent” could trigger a crisis. An IZVESTIYA press service 
item, carried on the same page. reported the continuing 
search for bodies, provided extracts from the statement 
made by Captain Will Rogers, and noted the dispatch of 
2 special investigation group to the Gulf region. US. 
analysts were cited as predicting serious complications in 
the regional situation but no change in adminisiration 
policy. IZVESTIYA reported Bush and Dukakis as hav- 
ing “on the whole supported the administration's expla- 
nation and position on this question,” with the former 
“fully” justifying the captain's actions and the latter 
urging Iran “to cease its threats against the United States 
and its Western allies.” The V. Ivanov commentary also 
cited Jesse Jackson's assertion that the downing of the 
airliner resulted not from equipment or computer failure 
but from “the failure of administration policy.” 


TASS English on 6 July carried a dispatch by correspon- 
dent Nikolay Turkatenko noting that President Reagan 
had made “his third statement” in 2 days on the down- 
ing, this one in the form of a message to the speaker of 
the House and the president pro tempore of the Senate. 
The dispatch characterized the message as “an attemp! 
to justify” the commander's actions. The same report 
suggested that a 5 July news conference held by a 
Pentagon spokesman “was also aimed al attempting to 
justify” the Navy's actions, but failed to explain how its 
“most sophisticated equipment” could not distinguish 
an airliner from a fighter. This report, too, cited US. 
presidential aspirant Jesse Jackson's comment that the 
incident involved “a political blunder” rather than a 
“technical” one. 


TASS English reported on 6 July that Yuliy Vorontsov, 
first deputy minister of foreign affairs, had visited the 
Iranian Embassy in Moscow to sign the condolence 
book. TASS English later reported that a memorial 
ceremony over the “tragic event” was held at the 
embassy and was attended by diplomats in Moscow. 


In comments also carried by TASS English, an Acroflot 
instructor pilot questioned how the incident could have 
occurred, given that the cruiser was “studded with 
electronic equipment.” The pilot added that circum- 
stances notwithstanding, the downing was a “sequel” to 
the “unprecedented build-up” of U.S. military might in 
the Gulf. He added that “commonsense” dictates that 
tension in the Gulf can be eased only by reducing the 
military presence there. 


Commentator Aleksandr Pogodin, in remarks carried by 
Moscow World Service in English on the same day, said 
thut President Reagan's declaration that the United 
States considers the matter closed 1s a view “not shared 
by the rest of the world.” Pogodin said that “official” 
Washington's “obvious desire” to close the case “varies 
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sharply” from the demands of other countries. Conclud- 
ing. Pogodin stated that “Washington's efforts to compel 
the internuional community to reconcile itself to the 
crime are futile.” 


Drawing a parallel between the Iranian Airbus downing 
and the crash of a civilian aircraft in Nicaragua, Moscow 
World Service correspondent Mayoroyv concluded that 
“wherever Washington builds up tension and tries to 
solve problems by military means, un, tected civilians, 
above all women and children, suffer.” 


Moscow broadcasts to Latin America and Cuba reporied the 
TASS statement on the incident on 6 July. Commentaries 
were also carried by these radios, as well as by Radio Peace 
and Progress in Spanish, that criticized U.S. policy in the 
Gulf. A representative commentary on Moscow's beam to 
Cuba said that U.S. servicemen in the Gulf are “victums of 
a warmongering psychosis” and cannot distirguish between 
military planes anc “huge™ civilian aircraft. The commen- 
tary called on the U.S. administration to withdraw US. 
forces from the Persian Gulf. 


Moscow Internauonal Service in \ietnamese carried an 
unattributed commentary on 6 uly in which the commen- 
tator stated that he 1s “firmly convinced that this is a crime 
and, more precisely, a premeditated crime.” As evidence, he 
declared “that with their tremendous electronic capabilities 
there is no way that U.S. vessels can mistake one type of 
aircraft for another.” Finally, echoing earlier commentaries, 
he said that “the crime ts a direct consequence of the policy 
of force and creation of tension that Washington exercises in 
the Persian Gulf area.” 


EAST EUROPE 


Bulgaria—State Council Chairman Todor Zhivkov and 
Foreign Minister Petur Miadenov met in Sofia on § July 
with the American UN representative, Vernon Walters. 
Sofia radio reported. During the meeting. Mladenov 
“expressed the Bulgarian Government's concern over 
the tragic incident and confirmed Bulgaria's position in 
favor of withdrawing the military ships of all countries 
from the Persian Gulf region.” Official reaction contin- 
ued on 5 July with a 190-word “declaration” from the 
official news agency BTA. The declaration stated that 
the “responsibility for this tragic incident falls entirely 
on the American side.” and expressed the Bulgarian 
people's “sympathy” for the victims. 


Press comment included a short article by Georg: Siko- 
lov in the 5 July edition of RABOTNICHESKO DELO 
entitled “Tragic Mistake’ or Crime.” which asserted 
that the “roots of the human tragedy lie in the presence 
of the United States in the Persian Gulf.” Czechoslova- 
kia—The Foreign Ministry “resolutely condemned™ the 
American attack on Iran Air flight 655 as “absolutely 
unjustifiable,” and at variance with Point 5 of the July 
1987 UN Resolution on the Iran-Iraq war, CTK 
reported. A 4 July commentary on Bratislava radio said 
the “terrorist” attack in the Gulf had “nothing in 
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common™ with the downing of KAL flight 007 by the 
USSR in defense of mts airspace. On 5 July, the Commu- 
nist Party paper RU DE PRAV®© published a 550-word 
commentary entitled: “Lesson Tauglit By Tragedy.” The 
paper explains that the lesson lies im an Arverican 
military pullout from the Persian Gulf, and an end to the 
trag-Iran war, which would deprive the United States of 
an excuse io “meddle.” GDR—-In a statement transmit- 
ted by the official news agency ADN on 4 July, the 
Foreign Ministry described the incident in the Persian 
Gulf as a “flagrant breach of international law.” proving 
the urgent need to “end this interference” in the region. 
On the same dzy. ADN carned a telegram of sympathy 
from State Council Chairman Erich Honecker to the 
Iranian president. noting the GDR’'s “consternation” 
and “deepest sympathy.” On 5 July. the party paper 
NEUES DEUTSCHLAND claimed that the 290 passen- 
gers on the plane “had to dic because the United States 
1S...acting as a global policeman in the Gulf.” Poland—A 
declaration from ithe Foreign Ministry on 5 July summa- 
rized by Warsaw PAP offered the downing of the Iranian 
Airbus as “confirmation” of Poland's frequently 
expressed concern over prolongation of the Iran-Iraq war 
and the presence of U.S. and NATO ships in the Gulf. 
According to the same agency. the Warsaw daily TRY- 
BUNA LUDU, official organ of the ruling party, said the 
United States “could do much more” to end the war 
“using diplomatic channels.” The Army daily ZOL- 
NIERZ WOLNOSCI claimed that “the undeclared war 
escaped the control of those who unleashed it.” Roma- 
nia—Bucharest radio initiated Romanian coverage of 
the Airbus incident on 5 July with a 120-word 
“statement” expressing “deep regret at the very serious 
action that killed the 290 persons aboard.” The official 
news agency AGERPRES carried a 370-word tem on the 
same day, strongly condemning the episode under the 
heading: “In Connection With U.S. Naval Forces’ 
Downing of Iranian Passenger Plane—An End Should 
Be Put to the Aggressive Actions in the Gull, Fearless 
Flight of Civil Aircraft Should Be Ensured.” In its 5 July 
“Romamian press review.” the agency snentiond a tele- 
gram of condolences from President Nicolae Ceausescu 
to the Iranian president, adding: “The papers stress that 
public opinion in Romama demands that an end be put 
to the aggressive action in the Gulf and that the safety of 
civil aircraft flight there be secured.” Yugeoslavia—Fol- 
lowing a 3 July Belgrade radio report on the death of six 
Yugoslavs aboard Iran Air flight 655, the station aired a 
rommentary by Milika Sundic, who stated that “the 
action by the crew of the US. crunser cannot be justified 
in any way, because it 1s clear even to a layman that this 
was a major blunder and irresponsible behavior.” A 4 
July commentary from Zagreb predicted that “mayor 
consequences” would result from the affair, and that the 
American campaign against the USSR following the 
downing of KAL 007 “will now rebound on them.” “The 
least™ the United States can do, according to the com- 
mentary, “1s apologize and pay compensation to the 
families.” In a domestic news bulletin from TANJUG on 
5 July. a spokesman for the Federal Foreign Affairs 
Secretariat was quoted as cxpressing “regret” at the 


FBIS-AFR-88-130 
7 July 1988 


incident, accompanied by “great sorrow and anger.” The 
Statement also appealed for “urgent international 
action” to end the war “on the basis of UN Security 
Council Resolution 598.” 


In its 5 July edition. BORBA published factual reportage 
on the clash, citing IRNA, REUTER, and world reac- 
tion, including the response from Britain, France, and 
ltaly. The paper's New York correspondent. Bogdan 
Decermic, reviewed statemy its by President Reagan. 
Admiral Crowe, and the State Department. In addition. 
the paper included a commentary by Slobodan Pavlovic. 
who declared that “the insane conflict in the Gulf has 
taken new, innocent lives.” and that the incident “1s a 
warning and appeal! to those who started the war. those 
who do not want to end it, and those who think they are 
invited to regulate 1 and decide on it.” 


WEST EUROPE 


Italy—lItalian coverage of the incident focused primarily 
on the Italian fmgate “Espero,” dispatched to assist in 
recovering bodies from the downed aircraft. In the first 
monitored report at 1700 GMT on 3 July, Rorne radio 
noted that there was “great concera™ in Italy over the 
situation. The Italian prime minister expressed “profound 
condolences” in a report broadcast at 2200 GMT on the 
same day, while a 1555 GMT radio report on 4 July 
indicated that the Iranian aircraft had been at an abnor- 
mal altitude and “did not respond” to warning signals 
from the “USS Vincennes.” The Italian president's mes- 
sage of condolences to Iranian President Khamene’i was 
reported by Rome radio at 2030 GMT on 4 July. 


At!730 GMT on 5 July, the radio reported on the Italian 
foreign minister's response to “urgent” parliamenary 
concerns about the incident, calling for UN intervention 
“to stop the conflict” and highlighting the “need for 
clarification of the Italian Navy's presence in the Gulf.” 
Finally, the radio reported at 2030 GMT on 5 July that 
the prime minister had met with the opposition Socialist 
leader to discuss the situation in the Gulf. France—Paris 
radio, in a brief re~ort broadcast at 2000 GMT ou 3 July. 
cited the French Government's “consternation” over the 
downing ard its request that “full light” be “shed as to 
the circumstances” of the incident. At 1300 GMT on 4 
July the radio carried remarks made by the Iraman 
ambassador 1 Paris in which he questioned whether the 
downing was an accident. Khomeyni's declaration of war 
on the United States was also reported, in Paris radio's 
0600 GMT cast on 5 July. 


LE MONDE carried an editorial on 5 July crediting the 
United States for having rapidly admitted its rsponsi- 
bility for the Airbus downing, and aoting that the cir- 
cumstances of the incident were “very different” from 
those of the Soviet downing of the KAL airliner. The 
Paris daily added that Iranian “followers of terrorism” 
would certainly unleash their “fury” against the U.S. 
presence in the Gulf in response. It suggested that the 
Iraqis would use the incident to “surreptitiously fucl the 
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conflagration.” and implied that they were indirectly 
responsible for the “tragedy.” in tha: their planes initi- 
ated the recent “insane™ events by attacking two oil 
tankers bearing Iranian crude oil. 


The conservative LE FIGARO praised President Reagan 
for having admitted responsibility and having immedi- 
ately expressed '.S. regret for the “blunder™ in the 
Persian Gulf. The fundamental question raised by the 
tragedy, according to the paper's 5 July editorial. is 
whether the United States’ strategic choices have been 
wise. While LE FIGARO noted that the U.S. military 
“umbrella” has reassurec the moderate Arab countries 
and deterred Iran, 1t wondered if it might not have been 
possible to secure the same result through diplomatic 
means. The paper conciuded that the Americans became 
involved in the Guf to maintain their credibility, and 
must now remain there for the sare reason 


A commentary by Jacques Coubard appearing in the 4 
July edition of the French Communist Party newspaper 
L’HUMANITE posited that there were no extenuating 
circumstances for the “U_S. policeman’s crime.” Coub- 
ard concluded by urging France to use its influence to 
ensure that negotiations are begun to end the Gulf 
conflict. Spain—Madrid radio carried lead items in its 
midday broadcasts on 3 and 4 July in which the Spanish 
Government's regret over the “tragic error” was high- 
lighted. The radio linked the Gulf incident to the defus- 
ing of a bomb near the U.S. Embassy believed to have 
teen planted by a “radical 'slamic group,” later reposted 
to be the “International Anti-lmperialist Brigades.” 


The conservative Madrid newspaper ABC suggested that 
Washington wil! have to pay a high price in terms of its 
image for what was “one 0: (he most serious eprsodes™ in 
the Gulf war. The papez's 4 July editorial declared that 
the U.S. naval vessel's “mistaking” of the Airbus for an 
enemy strike bomber was “unacceptable.” It noted, 
however, that, in contrast to the 1982 KAL case, “we do, 
in fact, seem to be dealing with an error rather than a 
deliberate act.” Scandinavia—Coverage afforded’ the 
Gulf incident was sparse overall. Stockholm rscw 
reported at 1600 GMT on 4 July on the heightened 
security measures imposed at US. airlines and tite U.S 
Embassy in Stockholm in “fear of Iranian retaliation” 
for the downing, while Helsinki radio noted at 0830 
GMT on 5§ July that the Finnish Government had 
conveyed to the Iranian Government the fact that 1 
“deeply deplores” the incident. Helsinki radio also noted 
that the Finnish Airline Pilots Association saw the 
Airbus downing as “an act of terrorism.” Netherlands— 
Describing movements in the Persian Gulf as “high 
noon in the Strait of Hormuz.” Amsterdam's DE 
VOLKSKRANT suggested that Washington 1s turning 
thinys upside down when it upbraids Iran for allowing 
civil aircraft to fly in a “war zone.” Primary responsibil- 
ity for the incident, the paper argues in a 5 July editorial, 
lies with the commander of the “USS Vincennes,” and 
not with Iran Air. DE VOLKSKRANT concludes that it 
is justifiable 20 state that the United States has seriously 


FBIS-AFR-88-130 
7 July 1988 


overestimated its ability to operate in the Gulf with the 
necessary level of selectivity. United Kingdom—The 
DAILY TELEGRAPH termed the destruction of the 
Iranian airliner an “appalling mistake.” which may have 
profound long-term consequences on US. Middle East 
policy and on Iran’s relations with the West. In its 4 July 
editorial, the paper went on to state that the incident 
should not blind the international public to the success 
such naval patrols have had in maintaining an open 
mternational waterway through which much of the ol 
supplies for both Japan and the West pass. and noted 
that Iran cannot be viewed as an innocent party 


Monitored London PRESS ASSOCIATION coverage. 
beginning with a report at 1845 GMT on 3 July. focused 
on Britain’s concern that there may be an “anti-West 
backlash” from the incident. c/1me Minister Thatcher's 
expression of “profound regret” was reported. together 
with comment by the British oppositior suggesting that 
an effort by Britain to distance itself t.om the United 
States on the wake of the incident woul. improve its 
chances “of bringing back our hostages.” A statement by 
Iran's ambassador declaring that the US. personnel 
responsible should “face a court martial” was reported at 
1147 GMT on 4 July. Austria—All Austrian datlies 
carried detailed repons on the Airbus downing in their 
4-6 July editions. 


Vienna NEUE KRONEN-ZEIT'NG in German pub- 
lished a commentary on 4 July “tating that while “the 
tragedy in the Guif” was not the result of “a barbaric ‘ust 
to kill,” it highlights how easily human error can trigger 
a catastrophe. On 6 July the paper commented that the 
incident 1s a “bloody symbol of the n any US. fanlures in 
this region in the past 10 years.” 


Vienna DIE PRESSE in German on § July carried a 
commentary comparing the irciden! to the 19383 Sovict 
downing of a Korean airliner, and concluding that 
“nothing can justify the US. action.” 


A report published by Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German on 5 July cited the reactions of Austrian Chan- 
cellor Vranitzky, Foreign Minister Mock. and President 
Waldheim. Waldheim was quoted as viewing the devel- 
opment to be “extremely hazardous.” inasmuch as there 
1s the danger of “retaliation.” Mock expressed the hope 
that “this tragic sacrifice” “:1i icad “those with political 
responsibility to be more amenable to taiks.” while 
Vranitzky suggested that the deaths of the Airbus pas- 
sengers demonstrate “how senseless and dangerous the 
Gulf war is.” 


The commurist newspaper Vienna VOLKSSTIMME in 
German severely condemned the United States in a $ July 
report, recalling the downing of the KAL flight by the USSR 
and suggesting that on both occasions “the United States 
wanted to demonstrate its policy of strength.” the result 
both times being the “unscrupulous” sacrifice of “the lives 
of many civilians.” FRG—Bonn DIE WELT in German on 
4 July carries a commentary by Fritz Wirth declaring that 
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“no one can seriously accuse the United States of having 
intentionally caused this disaster. Its behavior in the Gulf 
war thus far excludes this possibility.” Wirth went on to 
note thai the United States “has exclusively played the role 
of a protective power to date, defending uninvolved and 
defenseless civilians against Iran's aggression.” A second 
commentary by Fritz Wirth entitled “Ternble Conse- 
quences,” published in Bonn DIE WELT on 5 July, netes 
that “the political tragedy of this catastrophe lies in the fact 
that political change 1s in the offing in Iran, and initial 
signals of detente have begun to appear between Washing- 
ton and Tehran.” The commentary adds that © 11 has become 
a bitter irony of history that U.S. presidents leave office 
under the stigma of an Iran crisis.” Wirth also authored a 6 
July commentary entitled “Reagan Insists on Presence in 
Gulf” in which he said that “the White House 1s clearly 
trying to play down the political relevance of the catastro- 
phe.” He also noted that the Iranian leaders “do not seem to 
be in agreement as to their reactions,” contrasting Kho- 
meyni's call for “all-out war” with Rafsanjani’s warning of 
“precipitous reactions.” 


Frankur/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE » 
German on 4 July published a commentary entitle 
“Deata In the Gulf,” noting that “only when death 
makes the headlines” do we realize that “the killing in 
the Gulf is endless.” On 5 July the paper carned a 
front-page commentary by Karl-Alfred Odin entitled 
“The Catastrophe,” in which the Iranian Airbus incident 
is contrasted with the 1983 Soviet downing of a Korean 
airiiner. The author wrote that “the Iranian Airbus 
approached a warship that did not have enough time to 
thoroughly identify it, at low altitude and at high speed 
from a relatively close distance. In contrast, Soviet 
interceptors flew beside the Korean plane for a lorg tine 
und identified before they shot it down, over a region 
where no fighting was taking place.” The commentator 
went on to say that “while it 1s not row possible to 
clearly place responsibility for the downing of the Arr- 
bus, it has been demonstrated to the Americans morc 
clearly than ever before just how thoroughy their policy 
toward Iran invites disaster.” 


An article by Carlos Widmann appeared :n the 5 July 
edition of Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEIT UNG, enti- 
tled “The Never-Ending Embarrassing Silence.” which 
says that “apart from the regret expressed by President 
Reagan on Monday night, the U.S. natio a did not permit 
itself to show any internationally noticeable reaction 
over its festive weekend,” in contrast to the “outrageous 
outburst” that followed the destruction of the Korean 
airliner. The same paper published a commentary by 
Dieter Schroeder criticizing the United States for not 
having taken the necessary precautions to prevent such 
an incident and concluding that “the United States has 
jeopardized its peace mission in the Gulf and has con- 
tributed to the escalation and extension of the war.” 


West German reaction monitored from Hamburg DPA 
included the “great shock” expressed by Foreign Minis- 
ter Genscher in condolences seat to Iran's foreign min- 
ister and the “dee> consternation” felt by the federal 
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government. DPA also carried a statement by the Ira- 
nian ambassador in Bonn indicating that the United 
States “consciously” intended to kill the passengers in 
order to “have an excuse for an attack on Iran.” 
Greece—On 4 July, Athens radio reported a statement 
by a Greek Government spokesman in which he said 
that the “tragic event” was the “responsibility of the 
United States,” as it has prolonged the tension in the 
Gulf. The ATHENS NEWS newspaper cited the Iranian 
ambassador to Greece as saying that the attack “will not 
go unanswered,” though Iran does not want to “extend 
the Persian Gulf war to neighbouring countries and 
regions.” While Greek papers and Athens radio carried 
extensive reports on the incident on 4 and 5 July, 
including ample coverage of U.S. officials’ statements 
and explanations, the only monitored Greek comment 
on the incident came in a 6 July column published by the 
communist newspaper RIZOSPASTIS, describing the 
downing of the plane by the “international terrorist” as 
“mass murder” and urging the PASOK government to 
proceed with the removal of U.S. bases from Greece on 
the grounds that a similar “mistake” could happen 
anywhere where U.S. forces are present. Cyprus—Four 
Cyprus papers on 5 and 6 July criticized the U.S. 
downing of the Iranian airliner with varying degrees of 
severity. The communist paper KHARAVY'I called the 
action “a political crime,” while I SIMERINI said that 
“no excuse can be considered sufficient.” O FILELEV- 
THEROS suggested that the precedent established with 
the USSR’s downing of a Korean airliner cannot remove 
“the weight of responsibility” for the new incident. 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA criticized Presidert Vasiliou for 
attending the U.S. Embassy Independence Day recep- 
tion “on the day of the great slaughter.”’ While Nicosia 
radio carried extensive reports on the incident, no reac- 
tion or comment was monitored. Turkey—The Istanbul 
newspaper CUMHURIYET commented on 5 July that 
the downing of the airliner by U.S. forces reveals that 
“high technology offers no reassurance” and suggested 
that the superpowers “seem to be behaving in an unbe- 
lievably indifferent way.” Four other Istanbul papers— 
MILLIYET, TERCUMAN, HURRIYET, and GUNAY- 
DIN—carried commentaries sounding similar notes, 
expressing the opinion that great danger results when the 
superpowers can make mistakes with such disastrous 
consequences, and declaring that the Gulf war must be 
brought to an end. Ankara radio reported extensively on 
the airbus downing, and carried the only monitored 
official Turkish reaction to the incident, a Foreign Min- 
istry statement broadcast at 1000 GMT on 4 July 
expressing “deep regret” over the event and urging a 
speedy and peaceful solution to the Gulf war, arrived at 
“among the Gulf countries themselves, without any 
outside interference.” The Turkish Foreign Ministry also 
called on concerned parties “to act calmly and to refrain 
from provocative acts that might exacerbate the situa- 
tion.” The radio also carried comments by the two 
Opposition parties, the CWP and the SDPP. The former 
strongly denounced the attack and stressed that such 
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attacks on civilian targets are unacceptable, while the 
SDPP expressed “deep regret” and urged that “the war 
that produced this inhuman attack and similar attacks 
must be stopped.” 


CHINA 


China's official reaction to the American downing of an 
Iranian commercial airliner on 3 July came in a state- 
ment the next day by the Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
transmitted by XINHUA. The spokesman said the Chi- 
nese were “shocked” to learn of the incident, and noted 
that they “condemn” the action. He also reaffirmed the 
Chinese Government's opposition to “big power mili- 
tary involvement” in the Gulf, and voiced hope for a 
peaceful settlement of the Iran-Iraq war at the earliest 
possible date. 


XINHUA’s English-language service has carried nearly 
80 reports on the incident, including a dispatch from a 
XINHUA correspondent who visited the scene. The 
agency’s Chinese service has carried far fewer items, 
roughly a dozen, the bulk of which have cited American 
and Iranian declarations. Beijing radio’s coverage has 
followed a similar pattern—fewer pieces on the event, 
with most quoting U.S. and Iranian statements. 


Beijing RENMIN RIBAO, the country’s leading paper, 
published a comment in its 5 July edition under the pen 
name Ming He. The article voiced “shock” at the shooting 
and reviewed the American and Iranian versions of the 
incident. While the article noted that a credible account 
“has yet to be verified,” it expressed disbelief that a U.S. 
warship could mistake an Airbus for a jet fighter. RENMIN 
RIBAO added that the American military presence in the 
Gulf can only make the situation there “more complicated,” 
and pointed out that it also infringes on navigation in the 
region. The piece concluded by calling on both Iran and Iraq 
to cease hostilities. 


EAST ASIA 


Japan—The government's official reaction to the loss of 
Iran Air flight 655 came in a 4 July KYODO report on a 
news conference by Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obu- 
chi. Obchi told journalists that the government “deeply 
regrets” the loss of life, and hopes the incident will not 
lead to increased tension in the Gulf. He also called for 
an “early and peaceful” settlement of the Iran-Iraq war. 


Prime Minister Takeshita, currently on a visit to Australia, 
offered condolences to the victims and said he hoped there 
would be no “recurrence” of such a tragedy. He also 
expressed hope that the “tragic incident” would not lead to 
an escalation of tension in the Gulf, and came out in favor 
of an “early, peaceful settlement” of the Iran-Iraq war. 


The Japan Socialist Party, a small opposition group, 
denounced the United States for its action against the 
plane, which it termed an “unpardonable act.” It also 
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urged the United States to halt its “military interven- 
tion” in the Iran-Iraq war immediately, apologize for the 
incident, and compensate the victims’ families. 


The transport minister, Shintaro Ishihara, mentioned 
the clash in a meeting with the press following a 5 July 
cabinet meeting, where he was quoted as saying: 
“Though the United States has given various explana- 
tions, it is a lamentable incident that should not have 
happened”; “the government as a whole should take 
measures to guarantee the security of civil aircraft.” 


In its newscasts on 4 and 5 June, the Tokyo NHK 
General Television Network broadcast a large number of 
reports on the episode, including factual material on the 
event, Japanese reaction to it, its effect on the yen’s rate 
of exchange, Japan Airlines’ plan to modify its route over 
the site of the shooting, and the Transport Ministry’s 
intention to have Japanese tankers continue their con- 
voys through the Strait of Hormuz. North Korea—The 
DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesman, in a statement 
aired by Pyongyang Domestic Service on 5 July, con- 
demned the “brigandish act of air terrorism” by the 
“USS Vincennes” in shooting down the Iranian Airbus. 
According to the statement, the incident “reveals to the 
world once again that the U.S. imperialists—who fabri- 
cated the intrigue of the missing South Korean passenger 
plane and raved about so-called terrorism and sanc- 
tions—are the ringleaders of international terrorism.” 
The Foreign Ministry spokesman’s statement concluded 
that the United States “should stop aggravating tension 
in the Persian Gulf and immediately withdraw its aggres- 
sive armed forces from around the world.” Pyongyang 
KCNA on 5 July reported that the downing by the “U.S. 
imperialists” was an “intentional” and “malicious act of 
retaliation for the downing of a U.S. helicopter in their 
encounter with Iranian naval boats.’ The report con- 
cluded by warning of “intensified military intervention 
and terrorism” by the United States. South Korea—The 
first official reaction of the South Korean Government 
to the downing of the Iranian Airbus was reflected in a 
Foreign Ministry statement carried by Seoul YONHAP 
on 5 July which instructed embassies in the Middle East 
to “strengthen measures for the safety of Koreans there 
in preparation for a possible escalation of the conflict in 
the region.” On the same day, YONHAP transmitted a 
report on a statement issued by a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman in connection with the incident which 
expressed “profound regret” and “deep condolences.” 


THE KOREA HERALD, in an editorial published on 6 
July, said that the “tragic destruction” “underscores the 
urgent need to find peaceful solution before more lives 
are lost."” Recounting the downing of Korean Air Lines 
flight 007 in 1983, the paper urged “all nations to join 
efforts to avoid a repetition of Sunday's tragic mishap, 
whatever its truth, and to assure a ruling that can bring 
peace and stability in that region of the world.” In a 
more critical editorial published by THE KOREA 
TIMES on the same day, a parallel was drawn between 
the Iranian Airbus downing and the downing of Korean 
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Air Lines flight 007 on | September 1983. The editorial 
said that “now the United States has ironically been put 
into the Soviets’ position” and that it “cannot escape 
worldwide censure over the undeniable fact that it 
attacked a passenger plane and killed nearly 300 people.” 
It concluded by urging “restraint” on the part of Iran and 
“due remedial steps” to be taken by the United States. 
The two Seoul television stations, Seoul Television Ser- 
vice and Seoul MBC Television Network, carried exten- 
sive though generally neutral coverage of the incident. 
Philippines—Acting Foreign Secretary Jose D. Ingles, in 
a Statement reported in the 6 July edition of the inde- 
pendent Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 
extended his government's sympathy to the families of 
the passengers of Iran Air flight 655, and noted its regret 
at the loss of “innocent lives.” The statement also 
reiterated an appeal for a peaceful solution to the 8-year 
war between Iran and Iraq, and expressed hope that all 
parties concerned “will take effective steps to prevent a 
repetition of this deplorable incident.” The INQUIRER 
explained that Ingles’ statement was in response to an 
appeal from the Iranian charge d'affaires, who requested 
condemnation of what he described as an act of “ter- 
rorism.” In addition, the report quoted President Cora- 
zon Aquino, when asked if she condemned the attack, as 
saying: “I’m still waiting for the results of the investiga- 
tion...."”" On 5 Juiy, the same paper published an editorial 
under the headline “Terrorism,” comparing the 3 July 
incident to the 1983 Soviet downing of a KAL airliner. 
The editorial called Iran “a Third World nation that 
asserts its sovereignty and bravely confronts even the 
mightiest powers in defense of what it regards as its 
national interest.” The paper saw the incident as evi- 
dence that “the Iranians and other Third World peoples 
do not have a monopoly on terrorism. Americans, too, 
are just as capable of it.” 


In a 5 June editorial entitled “Hostages of U.S. Foreign 
Policy,” THE MANILA CHRONICLE portrayed the 
incident as proof that “Americans can be just as mur- 
derous as the Soviets.”’ The paper called the event a 
demonstration of the fict that “innocent people are very 
much at the mercy of chance when a superpower chooses 
to flex its muscle.’ The editorial also questioned the role 
of the Philippines in “this dubious political-economic- 
military effort.’ Australia—Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
“very deeply’ regretted the disaster, which was a case of 
mistaken identity during heavy fighting between Iranian 
and U.S. gunships”, in remarks carried by Hong Kong 
AFP on 4 July. The same item quoted Foreign Affairs 
Minister Bill Hayden as declaring that the “tragedy 
underscored the need for a lasting peace between Iran 
and Iraq.” Indonesia—The Indonesian Government 
“regrets” the downing of an Iranian Airbus by U.S. 
forces in the Persian Gulf, according to a Foreign Min- 
istry statement transmitted on 6 July by the Jakarta press 
agency ANTARA. The ministry said the tragedy 
reflected the “increasing importance of efforts to stop 
the Iran-Iraq war” and noted that “the increasing num- 
ber of foreign forces entering the Gulf region has 
increased the risk of involvement in the war.” 
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A 6 July Jakarta radio commentary said the “tragic 
incident” could be viewed as a factor to persuade those 
involved in the Gulf conflict to settle their dispute. The 
station pointed out that the “horrible human tragedy 
would not have occurred had the United States not sent 
its warships to the Gulf.”’ However, the radio added that 
the United States “would not have dispatched its forces 
to the Gulf had Iran heeded the world’s call for an end to 
its war with Iraq.” 


In a 5 July statement to ANTARA, Imron Rosyadi, 
chairman of a parliamentary commission on defense and 
security, foreign affairs, and information, pointed out 
that “it is more than proper if the whole world criticizes 
and even condemns the shooting down of the Iranian 
jetliner.” Roysadi termed the American operation a 
“shameful act” that “violated human norms.” As for 
President Reagan’s defense of the attack as legitimate 
self-defense, he declar d that such an argument “does 
not make sense.” “It is impossible,” he continued, “to 
understand how a U.S. warship with the most modern 
and sophisticated equipment on board could possibly 
make a mistake.”” Malaysia—In a strongly worded dec- 
laration, reported by Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA on 5 
July, the Foreign Ministry announced that the country 
“deplored” the destruction of the Iranian airliner. The 
ministry said “it is difficult to believe or accept U.S. 
claims that its forces could have committed the grave 
error of mistaking a large civilian aircraft for a military 
one.”’ The government offered its condolences and “pro- 
found sympathy” over “the unmitigated disaster,” 
which caused “consternation and deep anguish.” Thai- 
land—Commenting on the unofficial discussion of the 
incident by ASEAN foreign ministers on 4 July, Foreign 
Minister Sitthi Sawetsila expressed his “deep regret,” 
but “reserved further comment until more details are 
known,” according to the 5 July edition of the Bangkok 
paper THE NATION. In an editorial in the same issue, 
under the headline “The U.S. Does What It Can; Iran 
Suffers What It Must,” THE NATION said it is “indeed 
a human tragedy that U.S. servicemen and officers on 
“The Vincennes™ couldn't tell an Airbus” from a “U.S.- 
built F-14 Tomcat.” The editorial asserted that the 
“tendency of the U.S. to find solace in comparing this 
attack with the Soviet downing of the Korean Boeing 747 
is, at best, deplorable. Having warned the Iranian Airbus 
seven times before blowing it off the skies didn’t make 
the act less appalling.” 


In another editorial on 5 July, the BANGKOK POST urged 
the United States to “make a dramatic gesture” to defuse 
the crisis and restore confidence in American policies. In its 
commentary, entitled “Aftermath of a Terrible Tragedy,” 
the paper mourned the loss suffered by the Iranian people. 
While the POST said there was no reason to doubt Ameri- 
ca’s claim that the action was accidental, “the firing of a 
missile at the civilian airliner on a scheduled regular flight 
must nevertheless be deplored.” 


Among other press comment, the Thai-language daily 
MATICHON published an editorial on 5 July declaring that 
the “United States has no right to justify the incident as ‘a 
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proper defensive action’ as President Reagan claimed. Such 
American rights do not cover the attack against a civilian 
airliner, which represents no threat to the life and property 
of the United States.” The editorial referred to U.S. policy 
in the Gulf as “mistaken,” for it tends to promote violence. 
As such, the paper recommended that the United States 
“use this extensive lesson to realize the time has come to 
adjust its policy in the Persian Gulf.” Vietnam—On 5 July. 
Hanoi Domestic Service aired a report that characterized 
the downing of the Iranian Airbus as “a criminal action by 
the United States,” which “has triggered indignation among 
the Iranian people and strong protests by world public 
opinion.” The radio then reviewed Iranian Prime Minister 
Musavi’s comments on the episode and a TASS report that 
called on the U.S. “to withdraw its fleets from the region.” 
No official statements have been monitored from Vietnam- 
ese media. Laos—Citing TASS, Vientiane Domestic Service 
presented a report on 6 July covering the destruction of the 
Iranian passenger plane. On the same day, the station 
broadcast an “article” on the Iran-Iraq war, describing the 
loss of the Iran Air jet as further proof that the USSR’s 
“correct and reasonable proposal” to end the Gulf conflict 
should be implemented. 


LATIN AMERICA 


Cuba—The Cuban Foreign Ministry condemned the 
downing of the Iranian Airbus, according to a report 
carried by Havana International Service on 5 July. The 
report noted that the ministry reyected the U.S. version 
of the “massacre,” as the equipment aboard the 
“Vincennes” “can clearly distinguish between military 
and civilian aircraft.” The Cuban Foreign Ministry con- 
cluded that the “growing presence” of U.S. forces in the 
Gulf “represents a danger to international peace and 
security.” A commentary aired by the same station the 
previous evening follows a similar outline but makes 
stronger charges. The commentary describes the “mas- 
sacre™ as a “barbaric act” and suggests that one could be 
led to believe that “this U.S. attack” was “intentional.” 
It is impossible, the commentary adds, to draw a parallel 
between this incident and the downing of a South 
Korean airliner several years ago, for the Iranian plane 
was in a corridor “well marked on international air 
traffic maps.’ The commentary closed by pointing out 
that with only a few months left in his administration, 
“Reagan has another crime on his hands.” Nicaragua— 
The Nicaraguan Government took advantage of a mes- 
sage from President Daniel Ortega “to the U.S. people” 
on the occasion of Independence Day to include, in the 
final paragraph, a comment describing the downing of 
the Iranian aircraft as “a true act of genocide,” which 
demonstrates U.S. “contempt for international law” and 
“betrays the ideals of those who fought and died for 
American independence.” The message was aired by 
Managua radio on 4 July. Panama—lIn an official com- 
munique reported by Panama City Domestic Service on 
4 July and later carried in full by the government 
newspaper CRITICA, the Panamanian Government 
attributed recent events in the Persian Gulf to America’s 
“unbridled desire for domination.” The communique 
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charges that U.S. claims of a “mistake or error” are 
“unacceptable excuses.” Argentina—A communique 
released by the Press Directorate at Government House 
on 3 July and carried by Buenos Aires DYN expressed 
“deep consternation” over the loss of the Iranian Airbus. 
The declaration added that the Argentine Government 
“expects the circumstances and the responsibility of 
those who caused it to be clarified.” The communique 
also reiterated Argentina’s belief that a “quick and final 
solution™ must be found for the conflict. Brazil—In a 4 
July communique broadcast by Brasilia radio, the For- 
eign Ministry expressed “deep sorrow” at the loss of 
“many innocent lives” in the downing of Iran Air flight 
655. The statement noted that international civil avia- 
tion “must not be threatened by this type of event.” and 
underlined the need for “maximum restraint” by all 
parties in the Persian Gulf. On 5 July, Foreign Minister 
Abreu Sodre reported that when President Sarney. who 
is currently visiting the PRC, learned of the incident, “he 
deplored it” as an “accident of war.” According to 
Sodre, Sarney added that “we must all work to eliminate 
wars from the earth, because they are the cause of 
deplorable disasters such as this.” Uruguay—lIn a 5 July 
communique reported by Montevideo Radio El Espec- 
tador, the Foreign Ministry voiced its “consternation” 
over the downing of an Iranian Airbus by U.S. forces. 
The ministry also expressed hope that the regional 
conflict could be resolved in compliance with UN Secu- 
rity Council Resolution 598. In its own resolution on the 
incident, the Uruguayan Senate, expressing its “deepest 
consternation” over the action and calling for “a thor- 
ough investigation for the total clarification of the trag- 
edy and the determination of responsibility,” added its 
“total and full solidarity with the Iranian people.” 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 


Ghana—lIn a strongly worded statement broadcast by Accra 
radio on 4 July, the Ghanaian Government described the 
American action in the Gulf as “not only unforgivable and 
violent, but also as a deliberate provocation against Iran 
that could lead to an escalation of the Gulf war.” The 
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declaration called for “an immediate investigation, under 
the auspices of the United Nations, into the circumstances 
of the shooting down of the airliner.” 


Press and radio commentary has echoed the harsh tone 
set by the government statement. In a 5 July editorial 
cited by Accra Domestic Service, the GHANAIAN 
TIMES suggested that the American operation may have 
been a “deliberate” attempt “to provoke Iran into direct 
confrontation” as part of a “U.S. pian to do something 
dramatic in order to provide a world outcry for an end to 
the war.” On the same day, Accra radio condemned the 
“halfhearted, even downright callous reaction of West- 
ern allies” to the incident, highlighting the UK and Italy 
in particular. A similar station commentary on 6 July 
explained that “contrary to President Reagan’s opinion, 
the matter is not closed, and one hopes that when the 
results of the investigations are known, appropriate 
sanctions will be applied.” Nigeria—The Nigerian Gov- 
ernment summoned the U.S. ambassador on 5 July to 
express its “shock” over the incident, and said that 
“more care should have been taken by the U.S. naval 
warship.” At the same time, the government called on 
Iran and the families of the victims to “exercise restraint 
in the face of this tragedy.” 


In general, the press has been far more critical of the 
United States. In a 5 July commentary, the NEW NIGE- 
RIAN portrayed the killing of 300 Iranian civilians as 
“an irresponsible and vicious aggression by the desperate 
power,” and likened the act to the “series of crimes being 
committed by the Americans in the Middle East in the 
past 10 years.” On 6 July, the DAILY TIMES wrote that 
President Reagan was “fully aware of the consequences” 
of sending warships to the Gulf, while THE SKETCH 
called the American claim that the Iranian airliner had 
been mistaken for an F-14 a “flimsy” excuse. South 
Africa—In remarks reported by Johannesburg radio on 5 
July, President P.W. Botha said it was “strange” that 
while Washington could offer “excuses” for shooting 
down a civilian airliner, South Africa was branded a 
“terrorist state” by leading American groups for protect- 
ing its * wn interests” against “international terrorism.” 
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Central African Republic 


Foreign Minister Named in Cabinet Reshuffle 
AB0607105688 Paris AFP in French 1031 GMT 
6 Jul 88 


[Text] Bangui, 6 Jul (AFP}—CAR Head of State General 
Andre Kolingba carried out a minor Cabinet reshuffle 
yesterday evening marked by appointment of a new foreign 
minister, according to official sources today in Bangui. 


The new foreign minister is Mr Michel Gbezera Bria, a 
former diplomat and minister of justice in the previous 
Cabinet. He replaces Jean-Louis Phsimis—now in 
charge of the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunica- 
tions. The holder of this portfolio in the previous Cabi- 
net, Mr Thomas Mapouka, is now in charge of the 
Justice Ministry. 


A woman has been appointed to the cabinet. She is Mrs 
Genevieve Lombilo. She has been named secretary of 
state for social affairs. Until now, she was president of 
the Executive Council of the CAR Democratic Women’s 
Union (UDFC). 


All other ministers have retained their posts. Also, Mr 
Kolingba has appointed a new executive secretary for the 
Central African Democratic Rally (RDC, sole party). He 
is Mr Joseph Mabingui, deputy vice chancellor of the 
University of Bangui. He replaces Jean-Paul Ngoupande, 
who “has been recalled to assume other functions,” 
official sources pointed out. 


Congo 


Security Forces Reportedly Kill Rebel Leader 
AB0707081888 Paris AFP in French 0750 GMT 
7 Jul 88 


[Text] Brazzaville, 7 Jul (AFP)}—Captain Pierre Anga, 
former dignitary of the Congolese regime who took to the 
bush last summer after declaring an armed rebellion, has 
been killed by security forces in the Owando region 
(north of Congo), according to authoritative sources 
yesterday in Brazzaville. According to the same sources, 
who did not give further details, the rebel captain was 
killed on 4 July. 


A member of the party’s military committee from 1977 
to 1979 (the highest organ of the country at that time), he 
took up arms in his hometown of Owando with about 
twenty companions in August 1987, after refusing to 
appear before court in connection with “a plot against 
the security of the state,” according to the authorities. 


The clashes at Owando, chief town of the Cuvette 
Province (530 kms north of Brazzaville), ied to the 
killing of five people, including two soldiers, according 
to the authorities. Capt Anga, believed to be a close aide 
of the former Congolese president Joachim Yhomby- 
Opango, had been sought since then. 
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‘Sources’ Confirm Killing 
ABO707091188 Paris AFP in French 0832 GMT 
7 Jul 88 


{Excerpts} Brazzaville, 7 Jul (AFP)}—Captain Pierre Anga, 
former dignitary of the Congolese regime who took to the 
bush last summer after declaring an armed rebellion, was 
killed 5 July by security forces in the Owando Region (north 
of Congo). it was confirmed yesterday by authoritative 
sources in Brazzaville. According to the same sources, who 
referred to a communique issued by Congolese Army head- 
quarters, Capt Anga was killed after he and two companions 
refused to surrender in his village of Ekongono, situated 35 
kms from Owando, chief town of the Cuvette Province (400 
kms north of Brazzaville). His daughter and uncle were 
safely arrested and there were no casualties among the 
security forces, the same sources added. [passage omitted] 


According to the authorities, Capt Anga had taken part 
in a plot by “right wing anti-government forces” led, 
according to the same sources, by General Yhomby- 
Opango—under house arrest in Brazzaville since Sep- 
tember last year. 


Gabon 


Over 500 ‘Undocumented Foreigners’ Expelled 
AB0607213388 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Slightly over 500 undocumented foreigners. most of 
them Equatorial Guineans, have been expelled from Gabon 
over the past few weeks. This measure was taken following 
the rounding up by security forces of 3,500 illegal immi- 
grants in Gabon during operations carried out at the end of 
May and in early June in Libreville and its outskirts. 


Zaire 
Leaders Criticize IMF, World Bank Policies 


Prime Minister Addresses OCDE Envoys 
ABO0507124088 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0730 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] Zairian Prime Minister Pida Nbagui Sambwa 
accused the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank again yesterday of having a tendency to treat Zaire 
like a colony. Speaking during a luncheon with ambas- 
sadors of member countries of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, OCDE, and 
representatives of the IMF and the World Bank in Zaire. 
Mr Sambwa, said the time had come for Zaire’s partners 
to revise their mentalities. He said the IMF and the 
World Bank must consider Zaire as a responsible, 
mature country of full age that is capable of realizing on 
its own the true dimension of its responsibility in matters 
of economic management. On | July, Zairian Head of 
State Mobutu Sese Seko said he was prepared to con- 
tinue dialogue with the |F and the World Bank, while 
at the same time re! y program that would result 
in a negative trans! urces. 
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Mobutu Rejects Recovery Plan 
AB0607062788 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[From the “African News” program} 


[Text] The Zairian news agency says that President 
Mobutu has rejected an economic recovery plan by the 
International Monetary Fund. The president is reported 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


to be considering his own economic package which the 
agency says includes public spending cuts, limiting 
money supply, and stabilizing interest rates. Correspon- 
dents say the Zairian economy is facing a crisis following 
price rises of 35 percent and an increase in interest rates 
of over 50 percent since the beginning of the year. The 
country’s currency, the zaire, has also lost 34 percent 
against the dollar. 
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Ethiopia 


Mengistu Addresses PDRE National Shengo 
LDC707023088 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1725 GMT 4 Jul 88 


{Report by Ethiopian President Mengistu Haile Miriam 
to the second ordinary session of the PDRE National 
Shengo 4 July in Addis Ababa—recorded] 


[Excerpts] Dear members of the National Shengo, com- 
rades and guests: 10 months have passed since the 
comprehensive struggle to hand over governmental 
power to its legitimate owner, the broad masses of 
Ethiopia, successfully ended. 10 months have passed 
since the National Shengo started work and since the 
implementation of our Constitution, prepared through 
direct participation of the Ethiopian people and received 
with great approval by them. 


During this short time, established bodies have been 
seeking to legally implement resolutions adopted by the 
National Shengo. Based on fundamental policy direc- 
tives in our Constitution, by which all the Ethiopian 
people and this National Shengo are governed, numer- 
ous national and international tasks have been carried 
out. As was said in the process of establishing the 
republic and on various subsequent occasions, this 
National Shengo is a constitutional body representing 
and manifesting the sovereignty of all Ethiopian people. 
This stage, reached after many years of struggle and 
sacrifice, constitutes a forum for exercising a great peo- 
ple’s power on which the Ethiopian people discuss and 
make decisions about their country’s well-being, their 
common progress and prosperity, international rela- 
tions, and other relevant issues. 


It should always be kept in mind that resolutions to be 
adopted at future National Shengo meetings—which repre- 
sent the broad masses and constitute a meeting of the 
Ethiopian people through their delegates—will be the reso- 
lutions of the Ethiopian people. In this respect, this meeting 
of the second session of the National Shengo is expected to 
examine the work done under the Constitution, the results 
achieved and problems encountered since the Shengo’s first 
historic meeting and to issue directives necessary to con- 
tinue our tasks. [passage omitted] 


One of the resolutions adopted by the National Shengo 
that required the special attention of the State Council 
because of its importance was the final form to the 
administrative restructuring and completing of tasks 
needed to form territorial bodies of power. 


As clearly set out in the Constituion, the Ethiopian people's 
possesion of power will be expressed through the shengos to 
be established, starting from the center down to the lowest 
level. The implementation of the right of self-administra- 
tion by the people in various areas will promote the partic- 
ipation of the entire population. As clearly enshrined in the 
Constitution and other legal documents, this right is a 
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political right enjoyed by all Ethiopians. It is the fruit of our 
revolution that gives the people the mght to decide on 
territorial issues on the basis of their victories, and thereby 
exercise popular democracy. Since favorable conditions for 
electing territorial people's deputies will be created within 
the shengos to be established at various levels, it will be an 
additional guarantee of the overall equality of the citizens. 


Popular power in all areas is extended to enable the 
peopie to plan for progress and mobilize all their 
resources to get better results and improve living condi- 
tions. History shows that this 1s a practical instrument 
for ensuring proper attention to the progress of commu- 
nities and nationalities at a backward level of develop- 
ment. Popular self-administration in the various areas, 
will enable faster progress to be achieved by each terri- 
tory both through its own efforts and through support 
from the center at the national level. 


It will also further the progress of the broad masses of 
Ethiopia. It 1s not aimed at creating division and general 
weakness by holding the people back. Citizens will have 
favorable conditions for proper participation in the 
planning of national construction, and basically, every 
individual has the right to move to any favorable part of 
the country. and to work in peace. A narrow or distorted 
view of this 1s negative to its objectives, and should be 
corrected at available forums. 


After detailed studies of the objective reality of our 
country, the National Shengo has decided to create 
autonomous and administrative regions in Ethiopia. 
Legal provisions for this have been drawn up, and 5 
autonomous regions and 24 administrative regions will 
be formed, as decreed earlier. However. before a final 
decision was reached and in line with the directives by 
the National Shengo to look into the matter, and follow- 
ing a field study, it was found that another administra- 
live region was necessary, bringing the total to 25. It will 
be recalled that to avoid possible economic pressure 
resulting from too heavy administrative (?channels), and 
to shorten the chain of command and bring about 
effective admenistrative relations, the smallest govern- 
ment administrative level will be the province, and not 
as before the district 


The demarcation of mew provincial boundaries was not 
left as before hut was redesigned to meet the develop- 
ment and meecs of the local people and administrative 
convenience. As Stipulated in law, government bodies— 
shengos—will be established in the autonomous and 
administrative regions. There will be executive commit- 
tees, commissions, working parties and planning bodies. 
Deputies to the shengos, which will have supreme power 
and responsibility, will be elected directly by the people 
in their respective areas. 


The shengos will be bodies structured under the unitary 
state which will diligently serve the people. They will 
struggle to bring about development by properly imple- 
menting laws, directives, regional plans and budgets: 
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forming and directing the necessary administrative bod- 
ies: setting up and directly controlling judicial bodies, 
and proclaiming and enforcing appropriate regulations. 
This is evidence of the people's right to autonomy. 


The State Council has been trying, in accordance with its 
powers, to implement the detailed demarcation of the 
regions and to establish regional bodies. [passage omitted] 


According to the plan of action, the people will first elect 
their representatives and set up their bodies of power in 
3 autonomous and |! administrative regions. Transi- 
tional bodies of power will prepare the ground until 
shengos are established and proper administrative struc- 
tures can be established in 2 autonomous and | 4 admin- 
istrative regions, and in 3 special administrative regions 
and all provinces. These plans are to be realized in 
1988-89, which will enable us to carry out our develop- 
ment strategies based on the new government structures. 
Bodies of power at all levels will be established in turn. 


In this respect, laws to implement the planned work have 
been drafted. Draft decrees enabling the people to elect 
their deputies and establish territorial courts have been 
prepared, based on the Constitution. The work of imple- 
menting the resolutions of the Shengo through its direc- 
tives will continue and the people will continue to 
participate fully according to the directives. 


Dear people's deputies, the issue of the possession of power 
by the people is not only manifested by the establishment of 
the National Shengo and other shengos at all levels. The 
setting up of the Council of Ministers, the control and 
judicial bodies and electing their members during the first 
Shengo meeting are other manifestations of peoples power. 
Inasmuch as these bodies were established by the National 
Shengo, they are answerable to it, or, when it is in recess, to 
the State Council, which represents the Sago, and the 
president. [passage indistinct] 


The important matters | have mentioned indicate that 
the people expect a great deal froin the government 
bodies established at all levels. Atterapts have been made 
to organize those bodies in such a manner as to enable 
them to carry out their functions properly. Under the 
plan, they will restructure their interna! administration 
while serving the people at the same time. The results of 
practical work constitute the best yardstick for assessing 
achic “ements. The bodies or their members will dis- 
charge their responsibilities by making use of the favor- 
able conditions created for them. 


The state council is a new institution which has made 
great efforts to issue various decrees under the powers 
vested in it by the Constitution, as well as organize its 
internal structure. In this respect, a decree establishing a 
Defense Council has been implemented. 


The State Council has issued decrees approving loan 
agreement documents which will contribute to our devel- 
opment efforts. These loans apply to the implementation 


EAST AFRICA 


of the Amibara [words indistinct]. The fourth livestock 
development project, the Awasa textile factory project, 
the Lege Dembi gold-mine project and the seventh 
education project. 


Inasmuch as the bank and financial decrees must be 
streamlined to create better working conditions in this 
sector, the State Council has issued a special decree. 


On special government loan documents, that 1s, bonds 
[previous word in English] special decrees have been 
issued and carried out. In accordance with the policy of 
cooperating with various governments for mutual inter- 
est, a decree for the approval of the friendship and 
cooperation with the Mongolian People’s democratic 
party has been implemented. 


Moreover, in order to curb the mercenary onslaught 
against us in the northern part of our country aimed at 
obstructing the progressive path we have set out on and 
in violation of the peace call issued during the first 
session of the National Shengo, the following special! 
proclamations were issued and are being implemented: 


1. On the declaration of a ‘ate of emergency in the 
Eritrea and Tigray regis wid: 


2. On the collection of contnbutions to support efforts to 
preserve our motherland’s wnity and security. 


in accordance with the Constitution, special proclamations 
issued by the State Council must be endorsed by the 
National Shengo and will be submitted to this meeting. On 
the basis of the directives issued by the National Shengo, 
efforts have been made to reorganize the bodies of the 
Council of Ministers and the vari us bodies subject to 11— 
again by restructuring and strengthening them with staff and 
other important components. As well as preparing favorable 
working conditions, services have continued to be made 
available and numerous important tasks have been carried 
out. This Shengo will discuss and adopt resolutions on 
issues that are a result of the great contributions provided by 
ihe outcome of these tasks. 


In order to ensure socialist legality as laid down in the 
Constitution and in the resolutions adopted to reorganize 
the supreme court and the attorney general's office, efforts 
have been made to reorganize the internal structure of these 
bodies, prepare guidelines and plans, recruit staff and pro- 
vide training to qualify such staff to discharge their new 
responsibilities and apply the new working systems. 


Attempts have also been made to hold discussions with the 
heads of relevant organizations with a view to devising a 
working strategy capable of realizing the people's aspira- 
tions. Organizations have meanwhile continued to perform 
their normal functions. [passage omitted] 


Dear delegates. it 1s known that the achievements since 
the republic's establishment and the coming into effect 
of the Constitution are not confined to the country, but 
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also have foreign aspects. As | stated at the beginning of 
this report. important activities in the sphere of foreign 
re'ations are the efforts to enlighten the international 
community about the republic’s establishment. to 
improve and strengthen relations, particularly with 
neighboring countries, based on equality and peaceful 
coexistence, to actively participate in continental and 
international organizations and strengthen comprehen- 
sive Cooperation with friendly countries. 


Of the numerous constructive successes achieved 1: 
foreign relations we highly respect the agrecment 
reached between Ethiopia and Somalia to improve their 
longstanding sour relations and foster peace and good- 
neighborliness. Ihe presidents of Ethiopia and Somalia 
met during the [GADD—the Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Drought and Development leaders meeting 
in March 1988—where we assessed and exhaustively 
discussed the work done and problems encountered by 
the joint foreign ministerial committee we had previ- 
ously set up to study and propose ways to solve the 
problems between the two neighboring countries. In line 
with the understanding we reached and the directives we 
issued, the ministerial committees of the two countries, 
during their fourth roundtable meeting on | and 2 April 
1988, managed to reach agreement on ways to solve the 
problems affecting their relations. 


In this regard, practical steps have been initiated to 
improve relations between the two couniries. According 
to the agreement, the joint military committee of the two 
countries has supervised the withdrawal of troops from 
both countries to a distance of 15 km from their joint 
border. The agreement reached by the two countries to 
refrain from acts of hostility, propaganda, and destabi- 
lization is being implemented in practice. 


It 1s expected that their agreement to resume diplomatic 
relations and exchange prisoners of wor will be imple- 
mented soon. An agreement has been reached to discuss 
the border issue—the main cause of disruption in their 
relations. The only remaining task is to find a solution 
for this issue as well as open new avenues for permanent 
and constructive [word indistinct] for common benefits. 


The coming to our country of the Somali president 
Mohamed Siad Barre to attend the 25th anniversary cele- 
brations of our continental organization and the 24th lead- 
ers’ summit, after many years absence from the OAU forum, 
indicates the contacts and peace efforts we have initiated as 
well as the positive conditions we have created to foster 
mutual trust. It also gave us a chance to exchange construc- 
tive views on our future relations. In general, we feel 
confident that the talks initiated between Somalia and 
Ethiopia will bring about lasting peace between their people 
and lead to new cooperation in relations. 


On the other hand, on our side we have made efforts to 
remove the [words indistinct] in the historical brotherly 
relations between Ethiopia and Sudan. The discussion 
we Started earlier with the Sudanese prime minister at 
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the PTA [Preferential Trade Area] meeting in Kampala 
continued in Djibouti during the IGADD meeting. The 
joint ministerial Committee ihat was set up according to 
the agreement reached during the Kampala discussion, 
held its first meeting in Djibouti and set up a icchnical 
committee which will identify the sources of the prob- 
lems causing deterioration in relations between Ethiopia 
and Sudan. and propose solutions, the [words indistinct] 
Started work in Khartoum in May 1988 and it ts 
expected that it will soon hold a meeeting in Addis 
Ababa to fulfill its mission. 


The resumption of diplomatic relations between our 
country and Tunisia 1s another recent achievement in 
the diplomatic sphere. It should be remembered that the 
Government of Tunisia, at the time of [words indistinct] 
our revolution, interfered in our internal affairs and 
diplomatic relations were severed as a result of the steps 
we took. However. the new Tunisian president came to 
Addis Ababa during the 25th OAU anniversary and the 
24th Heads of States summit and we were able to meet 
and hold discussions that resulted in agreement to 
resume diplomatic reiations. 


With regard to other foreign relations, the mayor event was 
the hosting of the silver jubilee celebration of our conti- 
nent’s important forum, the OAU, as Ethiopia ts the head- 
quarters of the OAU, it took part in preparing for the 
colorful celebration of the organization’s 25th anniversary 
and fulfilled what was required of it. We are confident that 
the celebration of the organization's siiver judilee and the 
successful session of the 24th regular Heads of States 
summit caused great satisfaction [passage indistinct] 


It can be said that the organization’s 25th anniversary 
celebration was the assessment of the organization's 
accomplishments during the past quarter of a century, 
the formulation of future plans and the renewal of the 
member- countries’ pledge concerning implementation 
of the charter’s objectives. We say that the 24th Heads of 
States summit saw understanding and the spirit of unity 
reflected. It was historic and will attract special regard 


We had the opportunity to meet the majority of African 
‘eaders who came to our capital from various parts of our 
continent to attend the celebration and the summit 
Ethiopia's firm stand on the independence, development 
and prosperity of Africa is well known and through the 
cooperation and spirit of brotherhood displayed by the 
Ethiopian people during the celebration, we were able to 
affirm our loyalty to the organization's charter. 


Since the { relations between countries contrib- 
utes to | situation of each country, we always 
give pri ¢ major issues of developing fruittul 


relations between our country and others. As stated 
earlier, constructive results have been achieved through 
planned efforts in this spirit through exchanges of visits. 
We have been able to explain our republic in depth, 
discuss cooperation and frnendship issues and reach 
agreement in some areas. 
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It is obvious that we should continue efforts to 
strengthen our relations constructively with neighboring. 
socialist, developing, and Western countries al various 
levels and in various sectors. After the founding of our 
republic, parliamentary delegations from various coun- 
tries Came to Cur country and there have been fruitful 
exchanges of experience. It is now necessary that in the 
future, on our side, National Shengo delegations must 
make return working visits and follow up the detailed 
explanation of our country. 


In addition, we believe that it would be useful if the 
National Shengo became a member of the Inter-Parlia- 
mentary Union and this is being studied. 


Regarding the general world situation, it is know that the 
nuclear war [words indistinct] of peoples. Efforts have 
been made at various times to change this situation and 
guarantee mankind's peaceful existence. Developments 
during the ‘ast 3 years have been encouraging, especially 
the Washir gton and Moscow meetings between the U.S. 
and the USSR leaders and the signing of the INF 
agreement, which is highly regarded by all peace-loving 
people. The ongoing discussion on reducing strategic 
weapons by 50 percent in accordance with the pro- 
posal—again from the USSR—is a good sign for the 
success of the peace efforts. We therefore take this 
opportunity to affirm total support for continuing this 
goodwill effort, for its successful conclusion and for the 
agreements reached earlier. 


Dear comrades, even though it is only a few months 
since the PDRE was founded, tasks accomplished inter- 
nally in realizing the needs of the people through direct 
democratic participation and externally in strengthening 
our country’s relatios with other countries based on 
equality and mutual benefit, should be highly regarded. 
In general, this good foundation has aroused great expec- 
tations among people in various areas and is highly 
regarded at the international level. However, those 
groups who realized that the great step taken by the 
Ethiopian people toward democracy by achieving direct 
power ownership, will completely [word indistinct] their 
interest have not watched in silence. They have made an 
all-out effort to obstruct the people's self-administration 
at national and regional levels to decide their own 
destiny, before it is deeply rooted. 


The destruction caused and the crimes committed by 
bandits who started a mercenary war against us in the 
northern regions and waged it more fiercely through being 
tools of our enemies who have always wanted to control 
us, have clearly shown that their treachery is limitless and 
that they have no regard for people or history. It is 
obvious that our revolution was not a result of the wish of 
a certain section of our society. It was the result of the 
struggle of all the working people. The successive victories 
won in the process of the revolution were also the result of 
the struggle and sacrifice of all the people. 
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The PDRE is unique and the great achievement of our 
revolution has never before been seen, heard or undertaken 
in the long history of our country. For anyone who has 
keenly observed the situation from the point of view of the 
nature of the republic and its objectives and who examines 
the constitution in particular, it marks salvation from the 
many political and administrative problems inherited from 
colonialism, neocolonialism, the feudal bourgeois system, 
and backwardness. By any standard, the situation is the 
same or even better than in countries known for being 
governed by a just and democratic government and consti- 
tution. Hence, there was hope that the efforts being made to 
divide, weaken and destroy the country would cease and 
that the perpetrators of this destruction would submit to the 
desires and interests of the people, and stand for peace. 


unity and development. 


At the conclusion of its first historic session, our Shengo, 
from this forum, called on all those, who had knowingly 
or unknowingly, willing or unwillingly, alienated them- 
selves from participating in the Ethiopian people's task 
of building a new country and society. Specifically, it 
called on those who were engaged in destructive action in 
opposition to the aims and interests of the people. to 
rally alongside the people and share their success. 


For their part, the people of Eritrea, following the path of 
the Shengo, made their own peace call, saying let us end 
unrest and apprehension and, under people's power. 
with a new spirit, embark upon a new chapter of con- 
struction supported by history and the people. 


Dear and honored representatives of the people of Ethiopia, 
the response to this great call for peace was extremely 
pathetic and embarrassing. It was terrorism based on the 
shallow principle of “destroy-or-be-destroyed”. 


Over the pas: 2 or 3 years, the party, government, and 
people have been trying to withstand natural disasters and 
deal with the resultant food shortage. They have also been 
striving to increase agricultural productivity and implement 
resettlement and the new agricultural plan. In general, it was 
a time when we were concentrating on the socia! tasks that 
had to be accomplished, starting from the preconditions and 
studies necessary to establish our republic, within a set time, 
to the actual establishment of the republic. 


It was at this time that our known historical and class 
enemies were plotting the demise of Ethiopia and were 
preparing their hirelings financially and materially and 
providing them with manpower, hoping for a great and 
unexpected victory over our revolution and unity. 


They prepared various proclamations and statements to 
prociaim their victory. Imperialism prepared a modern 
satellite to enable them to disseminate this information 
to the Western world and the whole of the reactionary 
camp. In pursuit of their mission, the mercenaries con- 
centrated on one task force of our revolutionary forces in 
the north, after which they carried out the necessary 
infiltration and reconnaissance. According to plan, as 
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soon as they attacked the force. the news was dissemi- 
nated from the horizon with a proliferation of words 
singing the praises of the terrorism of their mercenaries 
in an astonishing manner for the first week, that is until 
we shut them up. 


Representatives of the people and every patriotic and rev- 
Olutionary citizen should realize that there are dangerous 
moves of a different type and coordinated by the enemy. It 
is often repeated in different quarters and by the separatists 
that our country’s problem in the north will be solved 
through peaceful and political solutions, not through mili- 
tary action. However, no peaceful or political solution has 
been proposed by the mercenaries or their sponsors to date. 
The response we have received to the repeated peaceful, 
democratic, and political solutions we have proposed has 
been more bullets and ierrorism. 


When we ask ourseives why it was decided to carry out 
this coordinated attack at this particular time, the 
answer 1s to thwart the new PDRE and its goals. They say 
it 1s to destroy or be destroyed. Accordingly, the people 
of Ethiopia together, that is our joint revolutionary 
forces of the regular forces, the people’s militia and the 
youth of the country trained in the national military 
service have effectively foiled the dangerous plot called 
destroy-or-be-destroyed. [applause] The type and scope 
of the propaganda campaign embarked upon in the mass 
media by our enemies is evidence of their identity. 


There is nothing they left unsaid or (?issue) they left 
unturned to defame and demean our country which has 
never knelt to expansionists and colonialists. In this part 
of the world it exists as a firm example of freedom. which 
even today rejects the rule of neocolonialism, unwaver- 
ing in its stand for freedom. Since we basically under- 
stand the cost of opting for freedom from our long 
history, we are not surprised today at the enemy's 
disruptions. In addition to the false propaganda dissem- 
inated about our revolution in the earlier years, we can 
also point to the recent allegations made to give the 
international community a distorted view of our coun- 
try. This is recalled with regret by all genuine observers. 


At a time when our country had mobilized all its 
resources and embarked upon a major struggle to cope 
with the natural disaster, they tried to portray our 
popular revoluison as the cause of tlie drought, instead of 
giving our efforts their due. They have even gone so far 
as to say without any shame that the resettlement pro- 
gram to seek a lasting solution to the drought problem 
and embarked upon by the people through the suitable 
conditions made possible by our revolution and which 
would not be implemented so easily in many countries, 1s 
a violation of human rights. This is an attempt to block 
us. They have said much because they have been 
extremely angered by the cooperation of the Ethiopian 
farmer who has chosen to improve hi, scattered rural 
existence by being collectivized in vi’:ages for his secu- 
rity, to benefit in all spheres. 


= 
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It 1s possible to cite other similar examples. However 
much they try to make the people of Ethopia retreat 
from their stand for genuine freedom and unity through 
the use of false propaganda and treacherous forces, i 1s 
futile to say that the desires of the enemy will be realized 
against the people of Ethiopia. who have never bargained 
for their freedom and unity. 


Ethiopia's enemies can forever echo, but not change. the 
atrocities Committed against the people by the bandits 
they (?sponsored), hoping they would carry out their fut:!e 
designs on our country, and whom they support in every 
way. The bandits have destroyed infrastructures of devel- 
opment, institutions, and equipment set up by the people 
of Ethiopia through their blood and sweat. They have 
spilled the blood of innocents. They have looted and 
burned relief destined for affected citizens. They have 
plotted with the enemy against the identity and honor of 
the people. They have betrayed and sold out their country 
and compatriots in pursuit of their individual interests. In 
a word, they have done all they can to degrade and 
undermine the unity of all the Ethiopian people, who 
occupy a place of honor in history. for the sake of profit. 
Although the total extent of the damage caused by the 
bandits is great, their actions are not in pursuit of truth, as 
alleged by our enemies, but are a shallow manifestation of 
their anti-people and mercenary nature. 


The robbing and burning of passenger buses and trucks 
at desolate spots, the destruction of microwave commu- 
nication centers used daily by the people. the terrorizing 
of residents of small towns through surprise attacks. the 
animal-like nightime destruction of (’burldings) built by 
the government and the people to render social services, 
the horrific massacre of children with disguised explo- 
sives, plus the general declaration of a “destroy-or-be- 
destroyed” war, are official testimony that these can only 
be the actions of misguided. morally weak mercenaries. 


After the eighth regular session of the WPE Central Com- 
mittee had deeply analyzed this situation in order to combat 
this unbridled attack, it became necessary to embark upon 
coordinated mobilization, with the support and active par- 
ticipation of all the people, in line with its national cal! 
under the slogan “everything to the war front.” 


The people have coordinated their forces from the rear- 
guard to the front and have arisen with great anger to 
stem the threat of the bandits, to restore the disrupted 
livelihood of compatriots living in the war-affected 
areas, and to eradicate the threat hovering over the 
security of our motherland. Though the bandits are 
attempting to wear us out by resurfacing and prolonging 
the war, there 1s no choice but to fight to the end. 
Therefore the people have agreed at all forums to make 
all-out efforts towards economic construction. a basic 
guarantee of victory. The people are genuinely proud of 
the response shown by participants in national military 
service, who having returned after discharging their 
responsibilities, immediately rallred alongside our revo- 
lutionary forces, and of similar actrons by members of 
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the revolutionary guards and people's militia. who have 
rallied to strengthen the revolutionary forces. The cam- 
paigners have earned the profound respect of the people 


It is with great pride that in the name of the Shengo and 
all the people of Ethiopia. I express our heartfelt appre- 
ciation to our revolutionary forces and all our heroes 
who are fighting with strength of purpose and all those 
who are standing shoulder to shoulder to protect the 
country’s identity. [applause]. 


It 1s clearly not by wish or choice that we were forced into 
a war al a time when we were more than ever determined 
to develop and enhance progress under direct people's 
power. It was imposed on us by our enemies who never 
want to progress independently. with only our sover- 
eignty to defend. 


There 1s a fundamental point to be made here: national. 
religious and sexual inequality existed in feudal Ethio- 
pia, but the war was not pursued with the same intensity. 
So why against the PDRE? Why? We need not look far 
for the answer. Even though our enemies try hard to 
create confusion through their propaganda, the truth is 
indisputable. Our desire is only peace. equality, and 
common prosperity. This is the only reason we are being 
attacked. We are not willing or ready to make our 
country dependent. but only to cooperate with any 
government on equal terms and for mutual benefit. 


Based on our correct stand, we have cordial and good 
relations with many governments. In this future we are 
also ready to have close relations with all those who 
cooperate in this spirit. We do not think, we never did. 
that war can be countered with war alone. As we have 
tried to explain on various occasions, we defend our- 
selves, but a peaceful solution 1s always our first choice. 
Above all, since we deplore our country’s backwardness 
and greatly desire rapid development, and we have risen 
with great determination, no one should doubt that we 
very much need peace. Concerning the secessionists in 
the Eritrea region who have been bent on destruction for 
many years under various guises, we have repeatedly 
made efforts to negotiate for peace based on historical 
facts and the wishes of the people. 


Based on Ethiopia's unity, we have earnestly sought any 
solution to bring the people's suffering to an immediate 
end. Finally, through our Constitution and the founding 
of the republic, and in general through the wish and 
decision of the people, favorable conditions were created 
for full democratic administration all over Ethiopia. 
However, bandits replied with intensified acts of desper- 
ation and destruction. 


Dear deputies of the Ethiopian people. to get rid of 
poverty and backwardness within a short space of time 
and thereby establish a system wherein social justice and 
prosperity prevail and each and every Ethiopian leads a 
comfortable life, it is essential that the country’s exist- 
ence be guaranteed. First of all, our unity must be 
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safeguarded. Above all, our security and sovereignty 
must be respected. So long as our objectives remain 
unfulfilled, it 1s inevitable that our efforts, struggle and 
sacrifices will be directed to this end. As things are. our 
hope of solving our problems through peaceful means are 
diminishing day by day because of our enemies desper- 
ation and narrowmindedness. 


As we have no alternative, we must regard the struggle as 
a finite one. We are not going to continue sacrificing our 
fighting sons day after day. We do not expect a quick 
victory either. We must decide at this forum to restruc- 
ture our people's revolutionary struggle in its entirety 
with new zeal and continuity. 


Unless we do this, we cannot sav [words indistinct] 
anti-people, antipeace. anti-revolutwa, reactionary 
[word indistinct] slogans by terrorists have been given a 
response. [passage indistinct] The autonomous, admin- 
iStrative and territorial regions and the provincial [words 
indistinct] will be administered at a higher level by 
{words indistinct}. As I tried to point out earlier, we must 
sel up appropriate higher power structures sustable for 
the self-government that we are struggling for, and this 1s 
in line with our objectives. but we must understand that 
the achievement of the higher power structures alonc 
cannot bring about the results that we are looking for. 
Unless the bodies are mobilized properly and meet their 
targets through tangible contributions, they will have a 
negative role in our development endeavors. So we musi 
ensure that these bodies are organized for the develop- 
ment of our projects, improvement of the lot of the 
people. and the overall planned progress of our people. 


The results we expect from the new popular system 
should be obtained through respect for the legal rights of 
the people. enhancement of the peoples feeling of own- 
ership, and coordination of activities in all sectors for 
better results. This is the nature of the time we are im, 
and hence to achieve all our goals, constant effort 1s 
required, not only from our National Shengo, but from 
ali other bodies, from their members in particular, and 
from individuals in general. Our revolution has a vast 
social base, and there is no doubt that if everyone 
discharges his responsibilities successfv'lly, we can 
achieve the results that we are expecting al every stage 


Although our development progress 1s not proceeding along 
a smooth path and faces obstacles to be eliminated, we will 
reach our planned goals if all fronts are prepared. Based on 
our general situation at this time, this Shengo 1s expected to 
provide decisions and directives to enhance the preserva- 
tion of peace and progress after discussion of issucs pre- 
sented to it after they have been prepared and examined by 
the State Council, the Council of Ministers and various 
commissions. We can be sure that these decisions and 
directives will be implemented and bring about tangible 
results, because today citizens’ equality has been assured by 
the Constitution, and the people are more than ever before 
united to build their motherland, Ethiopia. 
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The Ethiopian people are also ready to make use of their 
rights and carry out their obligations. They have won 
victories against [word indistinct] through vigilance and 
love of country to discharge the responsibility vested in us 
by the people. of whom we are proud. we must march 
forward, communally or individually. with intensified zeal. 
1 am confident that the participation of the people, which is 
decisive and essential, will continue with more vigor in the 
pursuit of our popular objectives. [applause] Ethiopia first. 
everything to the war front. Aware. organised 2nd strongly 
motivated people will win. We will win. [applause] 


National Shengo Discases Draft Decrees 
LD0507225288 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0930 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] The second session of the PDRE National Shengo 
meeting, which opened yesterday, 1s assessing and adopting 
various draft decrees and statements submitted by the State 
Council's permanent commissions. A draft statement was 
submitted for approving the special decree by two perma- 
nent commissions on determining the boundaries of the 
autonomous and administrative regions. Our reporter Gata- 
chew Alamirew from the congress hall: 


(Getachew] The Shengo began its deliberations today by 
discussing the four draft decrees submitted by the legal 
and foreign relations commissions, consisting of: 


1. On the state of emergency in Eritrea and Tigray: 
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2. On contributing to the security and unity of the 
motherland: 


3. On improving the banks and finance decree: 


4. On government debt documents, that 1s. bond: [pre- 
ceding word in English]. 


The Shengo has thoroughly discussed these four draft 
special decrees. The deputies supported the State Coun- 
cil’s imposition of the state of emergency in Eritrea and 
Tigray to combat these threats to Ethiopian unity at a 
tume when the Shengo was in recess. 


During the discussion, Special Decree Number | was 
described as a tool for implementing lasting peace in the 
regions by taking consecutive and coordinated sicps 
which did not contradict the demand for peace. 


According to the views of some deputics, the special 
contribution decreee was a manifestation and assurance 
that its objective is to effect greater support for our 
popular force which 1s shedding its blood for the unity of 
the motherland, as well as providing minimal [as heard] 
support for the popular struggle. 


The Shengo has continued discussing the views of dep- 
uties on a draft Gecree on determining the boundarics of 
autonomous and administrative regions, with a view to 


adopting it. 
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Angola 


MPLA-UNITA Battles, Casualties Reported 


13 MPLA Killed 1 Jul 
MB060 7074388 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 0605 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Jamba, Provisional Capital of Liberated Angola. 6 
July (KUP}—UNITA forces have killed thirteen MPLA 
soldiers and taken prisoner twelve others in fighting on 
Ist July, a war communique disclosed Sunday. 


The thirteen MPLA soldiers were killed at Banza outpost 
situated in the southeast of Soyo in Zaire Province where 
UNITA forces attacked the 2th MPLA Brigade and 
territorial units. 


On the same day, twelve other soldiers were captured in a 
battle at Chirrmbimbi post—three kms northeast of Brito 
Godins in Malanje Province. Two of the prisoners are 
identified as Lts Luis Vicente Jango and Viera Antonio. 


In these battles thirty-three rifles. five machine guns, 
four rocket launchers and a large quantity of ammuni- 
tion and shells were seized while one BRDM-2 and three 
vehicles were destroyed. 


The communique also said that a Cuban airbase at 
Menongue, capital of Cuando-Cubango Province. was 
pounded by UNITA artillery, causing craters to the runway. 


UNITA casualties during the fighting were put at four 
dead and eighteen wounded. 


Roads to Luena Closed 
MB0607095088 (Clandestine) Voice of the Resistance of 
the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0600 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Our Moxico correspondent reports that the pro- 
vincial capital of Luena experienced hours of complete 
panic on <5 June caused by rumors spread around the 
city’s streets and official circles. The source reports that 
the situation had widespread repercussions. 


The regional radio station had to intervene, appealing 
for calm and ensuring safety. As all the workers aban- 
doned their workplaces, the so-called National Union o} 
workers of Angola had to issue a communique urging 
workers to return. 


Our correspondent adds that ever since the last opera- 
tion mounted by our forces on 20 June. the Moxico 
authorities have closed the access roads to Luena City 
with a view to preventing the inhabitants from the 
suburban areas to contact city residents. 
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UNITA Destroys Radio Station 
60607122188 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
J200 GMT 6 July 88 


{Text} UNITA claims ut has killed 53 governmeni sol- 
diers, and has blown up a radio station in recent attacks. 
4 UNITA statement distributed in Lisbon says 22 sol- 
diers were killed on Monday when the rebels overran the 
town of Bolongongo in the northern Cuanza Noric 
Province. According to the statement, the guerrillas 
destroyed a radio station and seized a large cache of arms 
in the attack. It says 31 of the government soldiers were 
ki, od last weekend in raids on rural posts neax the towns 
of Vouga in the southern Province of Bie. There is no 
independent confirmation of the claims. 


53 MIPLA Die in Bie 
M 1707073788 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Atrica 0619 GMT 7 Jul &8 


[Text] Jamba. provisional capital of liberated Angola, 7 
Jul (KUP)}—Fifty-three MPLA soldiers have been killed 
by UNITA forces im clashes at Uyue Garrison, 
Balongongo outpost and Vouga Town in Bie Province, 
according to a war report published Monday. 


The statement adds that one MPLA soldier named 
Eduardo Leonardo has been taken prisore: on July 3d 
during the fighting at Vouga that tasted 2 hours. 


Fifty-one AK-47 rifles, four RPG-7 rocket launchers, four 
60-mm, mortars three machine guns, three radio stations 
and an electrical generator are among items seized while a 
fuel tank and four fully-loaded trucks were destroyed. 


The statement says that U NITA suffered three dead and 
20 others injured. 


2 Luanda Bomb Victims Die in Hospital 
WU B0607063688 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
I9VIS GMT S Jul 88 


[Text] Luanda, 5 July (ANGOP)}—According to hospital 
sources quoted by ANGOP., in the past few days two 
people ha» « died from wounds caused by a bomb blast in 
Luanda om Thursday. According tc the source, most of 
the remaining 24 wounded have been discharged from 
hospital, but 4 of them are still receiving treatment. 


The bomb blasi vecurred near the headquarters of the 
Angolan Airlines (TAAG) during hours when it was open 
to the public. 
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Minister Reports on U.S. Visit, UNITA Support 
MB0707054488 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz has tried to 
persuade Angolan Minister of State for Production 
Pedro de Castro van Dunem to meet with the chieftain 
of the UNITA terrorist gang during his visit to the 
United States. 


George Shultz wanted Angola to sign an accord with 
UNITA through the Angolan minister of state for pro- 
duction. This could have taken place in the United States 
Or in another country. 


Minister Pedro de Castro van Dunem returned to 
Angola yesterday and said the White House, the U.S. 
State, Department and the majority of the U.S. Congress 
Stated unequivocally that the United States would con- 
tinue supporting UNITA and Savimbi. 


The Angolan minister of state for production also said 
certain U.S. circles are showing greater understanding 
for Angola’s efforts to achieve peace in southwestern 
Africa. Minister Pedro de Castro van Dunem said this 
understanding centers on the implementation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 435/78 on Namibia's inde- 
pendence before President Reagan's term expires. 


Pedro de Castro van Dunem, who is also a member of 
the MPLA-Labor Party Political Bureau, also met with 
the Angolan community in the United States and with 
former leaders and members of the defunct UPA-FNLA 
[Union of Angolan Peoples - Angolan National Libera- 
tion Front] organization. Those Angolans expressed the 
desire to return to the country or to contribute in some 
way in the United States to Angola’s national reconstruc- 
tion process. 


Commentary Views Presence of Soviet ‘Shadow’ 
MB0707064788 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 0612 GMT 7 Jul 88 


{KUP commentary: “The Soviet Union’s Shadow of 
Death in Angola”’] 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of liberated Angola, 7 
Jul 88 (KUP)—About a year ago, Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev came out with an unprecedented admission 
that Afghanistan had become a bleeding wound for the 
Soviet Union and thus open’ng up the scenario for the 
withdrawal of close to 120,000 of his occupation forces 
from that country. 


What the Soviet leader failed to mention, however, was 
its other gashing wound in Angola where, inspite of the 
implantation of a powerful and vicious war machine, 
Moscow has failed to put down the Angolan people 
resistance and struggle for freedom and democracy. 
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Through the use of thousands of Cuban surrogate forces 
and the infusion of billions of dollars’ worth of sophis- 
ticated military hardware in support of the unelected and 
unpopular MPLA regime in Luanda, the Soviet Union 
has come to realize that no military arsenal in the world 
is powerful enough to suppress the Angolan people's 
birthright to peace, self-determination and national rec- 
onciliation. One only has to look back to the numerous 
failed Soviet and Cuban-backed MPLA military offen- 
sives against UNITA to see that military force is not and 
will never be a solution to the Angolan conflict. 


Dr Jonas Savimbi, the UNITA leader, has always 
stressed the fact that the only solution to the conflict in 
Angola lies through direct fact-to-face talks between the 
MPLA and UNITA without outside interference. The 
reluctance of the MPLA to talk directly to UNITA and 
its leader Dr Savimbi only confirms that it is being held 
hostage by the Soviet Union at the expense of the 
Angolan people who daily continue to pay the high price 
of ransom with their own lives. 


Instead of tanks and other murderous machines, the 
Angolan people want to be left alone to settle their own 
differences among themselves in order to bring about 
lasting peace, national reconciliation and reconstruction 
to their country. The continued hovering shadow of the 
Soviet big brother in Angola is only causing further 
death, misery and untold suffering in Angola. 


The best Mr Gorbachev can do to help heal the bleeding 
wound which the Soviet Union has created in Angola 1s 
to ask Fidel Castro to withdraw his troops from Angola 
and give Angolans a chance to run their own affairs. 


Foreign Minister Receives PRC, SFRY Envoys 
MB0607063388 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1915 GMT 5 Jul 88 


{Text} Luanda, 5 July (ANGOP)}—In Luanda on Mon- 
day, Angola's external relations minister, Afonso Van 
Dunem Mbinda, received Ivorian Ambassador Jean- 
Marie Kacou Gervais. with whom he discussed issues of 
bilateral interest regarding Africa, particularly the south- 
ern African situation. 


Minister Afonso Van Dunem Mbinda also received in 
Luanda on Monday the new PRC and SFRY ambassa- 
dors, namely Hu Lipeng and Zivadin Jovanovic, who 
presented their credentials. 


Botswana 


Vice President Lauds Norwegian Development Aid 
MB0707083888 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
0510 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] The vice president, Mr Peter Mmusi, has expressed 
gratitude for Norway's partnership with Botswana in pro- 
moting this country’s development. as well as for its support 
of SADCC efforts. Mr Mmusi was speaking at a dinner 


FBIS-AFR-88-130 
7 July 1988 


hosted at the President Hotel on Tuesday for the Chairman 
of the Foreign Relations Committee of the Norwegian 
Parliament, Mr Karer Willoch. 


The vice president recalled that right after independence 
Norway provided Botswana with funds to improve med- 
ical and educational facilities and to construct rural 
roads. He also said Norway was in the forefront when 
southern African states appealed to the international 
community to assist the newly founded SADCC. 


He said Norway provided 10 million pula for the con- 
struction of the Nata-Kazungula road and was assisting 
in the construction of the new SADCC secretariat in 
Gaborone, as well as in the communications field. 


In response, Mr Willoch said Norway, as a country in the 
privileged part of the world, was in a position to contrib- 
ute to solving problems in other, less privileged parts of 
the world. He commended member states of SADCC on 
the success of their economic cooperation, and Botswana 
for her success in subscribing to multiparty democracy 
and for achieving political stability. 


Bomb Scares Said Linked to RSA Commandos 
MB0607110788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1057 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Gaborone, July 6, SAPA—Four bomb scares were 
reported in Gaborone this morning, bringing to seven 
the number of scares reported in the Botswana capital in 
recent days. 


The BOTSWANA PRESS AGENCY [BOPA], in a message 
to SAPA, said the latest calls were directed at the Gaborone 
Sun and Naledi secondary school in Gaborone. 


“Police confirm that Gaborone Sun, part of Sun Inter- 
national, received three false telephone calls .... the 
secondary school received one,” BOPA said. 


Each time the callers demanded the release of “our two 
friends,” a reference to two alleged South African ““com- 
mandos” being held in Francistown in connection with 
the shooting of three Botswana policemen and an alleged 
abortive raid on Gaborone last month, BOPA said. 


Following the latest scares, a spokesman for the Office of 
the President appealed to members of the public to 
remain calm “and to avoid anything that might hamper 
swift action from the Army and the police in the light of 
current bomb scares in Gaborone,”” BOPA reported. 


The agency added it was understood the Gaborone Sun 
had been evacuated this morning while police searched 
the area and that students at the Naledi school had 
“temporarily dispersed.” 
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The spokesman appealed to members of the public to 
cooperate with the security forces “and to avoid rushing 
to places where there had been bomb scares as that might 
be dangerous and might also interfere with prompt 
police investigations.” 


Mozambique 


5 Killed in ‘Terrorist’ Attack on Convoy 
MB0607175088 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] According to information received in our newsdesk 
this afternoon, five people have been killed and another two 
injured following another terrorist attack along National 
Road No |. Last Monday, a group of armed bandits 
attacked a convoy of vehicles near Chimonzo village, about 
40 km to the south Xai-Xai in Gaza Province. 


According to Paulo Xavier, a youth who survived the 
incident, the armed bandits also burned six trucks car- 
rying foodstuffs. The young man also said that earlier the 
bandits had carried out another attack on (?Poane) 
village, where the criminals kidnapped many peasants to 
use them to carry the goods that they would later loot 
along the road. 


Joint Security Commission Meets in Pretoria 
MB0607182488 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] An official source announced in Maputo that 
Mozambican and South African delegations are meeting 
today and tomorrow in Pretoria in the framework of the 
joint security commission between the two countries. The 
source said that the Mozambican side is led by the com- 
mander of the Army, Lieutenant General Tobias Dai. 


The security commission was originally established 
under the terms of the Nkomati nonaggression accord 
signed by Mozambique and South Africa in March 1984. 
Mozambique suspended the commission in mid-1985 
after the discovery of documents at the headquarters of 
the MNR bandits in the central district of Gorongosa 
which proved systematic and flagrant violation of the 
Nkomati Accord by South Africa. A liaison committee 
between Mozambique and South Africa was established 
in (?August) 1987. 


At the last meeting of the liaison committee in Maputo in 
May, it was decided that a meeting of the joint security 
commission should be resumed as soon as possible. 


Namibia 
Second, ‘Massive’ Explosion Rocks Windhoek 


Originates in Kataturu Township 
MB0607204088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2031 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Windhoek July 6 SAPA—An explosion, described 
as “massive,” rocked Windhoek at about 10.20 tonight. 
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First reports indicated the blast, the second in the 
SWA/Namibia today, was in Kataturu. 


Police confirmed the explosion, but could give no details 
as they rushed to the scene. 


Shock waves were felt several kilometers away, waking 
sleeping residents. 


Some said it far surpassed previous blasts in intensity. 


Meanwhile, two of the people injured in the bomb 
explosion in a butchery in Windhoek this morning are 
still in a critical condition. 


A black man who was in the building when the bomb 
exploded in Klein Windhoek Butchery died of his inju- 
ries while undergoing an operation. Eighteen more peo- 
ple were injured. 


Eight people, including five women have been admitted 
to hospital with serious head injuries and burns. One of 
the women lost a leg. A spokesman said that only one of 
the seriously injured women was white. The names of the 
victims have not yet been released. 


Flats and shops in the building were badly damaged. The 
police said it appeared that the explosion had been 
caused by between two and four kg of explosives in a 
parcel left in the butchery. 


The territory’s most devastating bomb blast occurred in 
February this year at a commercial bank at Oshakati in 
northern SWA/Namibia. 


The eventual death toll from the explosion was 27, which 
makes it the worst incident of urban terrorism to date in 
either SWA/Namibia or South Africa. 


No Injuries Reported 
MB0607215188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2150 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Windhoek July 6 SAPA—An explosive device was 
thrown under an Army truck parked in Windhoek’s 
Katatura Township tonight, but there were no injuries. 


A police spokesman, Col Jumbo Smith, said the explosion, 
under the left-hand rear side of the vehicle, damaged a 
house and blew out windows of surrounding properties. 


The blast was heard all over Windhoek and first reports 
indicated it was a massive explosion. 


Police and fire tenders rushed to the scene, which was 
cordoned off. It is not yet known what type of explosive 
was used. 
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Police Blame SWAPO for Windhoek Butchery Blast 
MB0607103688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1020 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Excerpts] Windhoek July 6 SAPA—Horror scenes met 
police today shortly after a bomb exploded in Klein 
Windhoek butchery, killing one man and injuring 18 
people. [passage omitted] 


No one has yet claimed responsibility for the bomb blast, 
but police blamed SWAPO for the attack. 


“I have no doubt in my mind that SWAPO is responsi- 
ble,” chief inspector [Kierie] du Rand said. 


The blast came within days of a meeting in New York 
next week to be attended by South African, Angolan, 
Cuban and United States negotiators, aimed at refusing 
the Angolan-SWA Namibian conflict. 


Last week, a combined Cuban and Angolan military 
contingent clashed with South African forces stationed 
at Calueque dam in south-western Angola. 


SWAPO Denies Responsibility 
MB0707121388 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] The Namibian nationalist movement, SWAPO, 
has denied it was responsible for the big bomb blast 
which killed one person and injured 18 in Windhoek 
yesterday. The secretary general of SWAPO, Mr 
Andimba Toivo ja Toivo, said in Luanda yesterday that 
South African agents planted the bomb to antagonize 
Namibia's white community against SWAPO. 


Mr Toivo ja Toivo said the act was deliberately calcu- 
lated to kill and maim innocent civilians in direct 
contradiction with SWAPO's well-defined urban guer- 
rilla warfare and tactics. He said SWAPO’s policy was to 
attack military targets and institutions serving South 
African rule in Namibia. Mr Toivo said although the 
bomb had injured many black workers, it occurred in an 
exclusively white residential area of Windhoek. 


SWAPO-D Ousts General Secretary Appolus 
MB0507125288 Windhoek THE TIMES OF NAMIBIA 
1 Jul 88 p 3 


{Text} SWAPO-D [South-West Africa People’s Organi- 
zatioi-Democrats}] chief whip Emil Appolus has been 
given the boot as the party's secretary-general, SWAPO- 
D secretary for information and publicity Phil Ya 
Nangoloh announced yesterday. 


Mr Appolus has also been stripped of his position as a 
SWAPO-D delegate in the National Assembly [NA], Mr 
Nangoloh said in a press release. 
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NA member Immanuel Engombe will replace Mr 
Appolus as chief whip, and Mr Rene Bilang will be Mr 
Engombe’s deputy. 


According to the SWAPO-D press release, Mr Appolus’ 
“activities are prejudicial to party interest and incom- 
patible to his status as secretary-general”’. 


Republic of South Africa 


Illegal Procurement of Military Systems Alleged 
MB0507123488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1040 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] London July 5 SAPA—South Africa has again 
openly evaded the international arms embargo by 
acquiring a piece of high-tech military equipment, osten- 
sibly for civilian use, which is made in Britain and West 
Germany, the London GUARDIAN reported today. 


The newspaper said the equipment, called a multi-sensor 
platform, had been developed by British Aerospace and 
Messerschmitt and tracked the behaviour of any high- 
speed airborne object. 


THE GUARDIAN said three systems had been ordered 
by the department of transport in South Africa and one 
had been delivered. 


"Export licenses have been granted by the British and 
German Governments on South African assurance that 
they will be used to track weather satellites. 


*Since the deal was discovered by an anti-apartheid organi- 
sation, the West German foreign minister, Mr Hans-Diete- 
rich Genscher, has promised an investigation. 


"Information about the deal was passed to Mr Abdul 
Minty, director of the Oslo-based World Campaign 
Against Military and Nuclear Collaboration with South 
Africa, who promptly alerted the UN Security Council’s 
Arms Embargo Committee.’ 


THE GUARDIAN said South Africa routinely bought 
sophisticated equipment from European countries which 
had a military application. 


Britain has supplied military radar systems when the 
South Africans say they are for civilian purposes. 


It allows tiie trade because its interpretation of the arms 
embargo includes a category of dual use.’ 


THE GUARDIAN said British Aerospace brochures 
described the equipment as an ‘electro-optical tracking 
system’ for weapon for trials. 


A spokesman for British Aerospace told the newspaper 
that the company contributed only a ‘small module of 
electronics’ to the German version. 
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He said the company always abided by arms embargo 
legislation. 


Finance Minister on Raising Foreign Capital 
MB0707080588 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] The minister of finance, Mr Barend du Plessis, 
says South Africa would have no problem raising foreign 
capital if the country was measured y normal yardsticks. 


Speaking on the television program Diagonal Street, he 
said that during courtesy visits he paid to banks in 
Austria and Switzerland last week, it had been made 
clear to him that European bankers were keen to conduct 
normal business with South Africa but were being pre- 
vented from doing so because of political pressure, 
mainly from the United States. 


Mr du Plessis said it was important to maintain close 
contact with these banks as they could exert sobering 
influence on the steps being contemplated by some 
American politicians. However, South Africa had to 
ensure that its economy fired on all cylinders and that 
greater political stability was achieved if it wanted to 
regain access to foreign loans in the longer term. 


Government Publishes New Group Areas Bills 
MB3006 152788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1520 GMT 30 Jun 88 


[Text] Cape Town June 30 SAPA—Three bills making 
provision for the establishment of free settlement areas, 
stricter control of retained group areas and for voting rights 
in free settlement areas, were published today (Friday). 


The Standing Committee on Constitutional Affairs will meet 
on August 2 to deliberate on the three bills: the Free Settle- 
ment Areas Bill, the Local Government Affairs in Free 
Settlement Areas Bill and the Group Areas Amendment Bill. 


Ata press conference announcing the introduction of the 
bills, the minister of constitutional development and 
planning, Mr Chris Heunis, said he hoped the committee 
would be able to reach agreement on whatever changes 
were required to have the bills ready for parliament to 
debate in the forthcoming session, starting on August 22. 


In some explanatory memorandae prepared for the press, he 
said there were broad objectives which the legislation 
addressed. The first was the securing of community life and 
the protection of the vested rights of these communities and 
individuals. The second was the establishment of open 
residential areas where members of all population groups 
could obtain occupation or ownership rights. Further, it was 
necessary to ensure that people living in or owning property 
in areas earmarked for opening up were properly consulted, 
and to create a body to investigate the desirability of 
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Opening up particular areas. Finally there was a need to 
establish the procedures and methods by which people 
living in open areas could exercise their voting rights at local 
authority level. 


The proposals will give the Group Areas Act itself more 
effective power to deal with illegal occupation of property. 
pushing up fines and prison penalties for occupation or 
ownership by massive amounts. Existing fiaes of R400 and 
R200 are to be pushed up to R10,000 and R4000 for buying 
or occupying property of another group. Prison sentences 
have also been pushed up, according to the bill, from two to 
five and from one to two years. 


Mr Heunis said the state president had indicated that in 
order to achieve the objective of protection of individual! 
and community rights, the Group Areas Act would have 
to be applied more effectively. It was possible to sell 
illegally-owned property at present but the ambit of the 
act would be extended to include unlawful occupation 
and to streamline procedures. “Penalties for contraven- 
tions of the act are drastically increased and eviction 
orders on conviction are made compulsory,” Mr Heunis 
said. He said, however, that the act would not be applied 
harshly and that circumstances would be taken into 
consideration with evictions. 


The two actions, applying the act and creating open 
areas, would go forward concurrently. 


Other aspects the bills deal with include making provi- 
sion for financial compensation to property owners 
whose properties are adversely affected by the opening of 
an area, creation of advisory officials to direct the 
authorities on evictions and on the avoidance of slum 
creation, measures to counter property speculation by 
declaring a basic value before proclamation of the free 
settlement area and the conversion of all black develop- 
ment areas to group areas. 


Regarding the free settlement areas themselves, the min- 
ister’s memorandum said that all limitations of owner- 
ship or occupation would be lifted. Such areas could be 
proclaimed, but also altered or deproclaimed, by the 
state president on the advice of the Free Settlement 
Board. Such a board would consist of acknowledged 
experts appointed for two years and representing all the 
Ministers Councils, administrators and the minister. 


Local authorities or property developers could request 
investigations aimed at opening an area after which the 
board must give notice to the local authority and in news- 
papers of its intention to launch an investigation and to 
consider any comments. The local authority in turn is 
compelled to furnish all its registered voters with a copy. 


Mr Heunis said no proposals concerning schools in free 
settlement areas had been made. 
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He was aware the House of Representatives and the 
House of Delegates were opposed to the measures but he 
hoped consensus could be reached in the committee. 


Others To Replace Blacks in Anti-Strike Bid 
MB0607130088 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
6 Jul 88 p 7 


[By Len Maseko] 


[Text] Fewer blacks may be employed in major indus- 
tries in future as employers embark on a new trend of 
“race substitution” to avert increased strike action in the 
workplace. 


This is the finding of a recent snap survey conducted by 
a management consultancy, PF Corporate Services. 


This survey found that employers would in future 
employ more coloureds and Indians because they were 
less susceptible to strike action or stayaways. 


“Employers attitudes have definitely hardened to the 
extent that they intend to adopt a tougher line in the 
future and be better prepared—not only to deal with a 
situation, but to use such a period more effectively,” said 
Mr Rob Daniel, a director of the consultancy. 


In another development linked to the new employer 
Strategy, agencies supplying nonunionised workers are 
reported to be mushrooming with at least 30 said to have 
sprung up in recent months. 


The Congress of SA Trade Unions (COSATU) and the 
National Council of Trade Unions (NACTU) lashed at 
the new employer attitudes, saying managements should 
instead blame the Government and its apartheid policies 
for the increased labour unrest. 


NACTU said: “We have always known about these tenden- 
cies. We are grateful that they are unmasked and are part of 
an important debate to engage employers on the issue. 


“While employer organisations like the SA Consultative 
Committee on Labour Affairs plead liberalism among 
their members this stark reality of racism has been 
unmasked,” the federation added. 


Mr Frank Meintjies, COSATU'’s press officer, said big 
business was using “escapist tactics to run away from 
real issues.” 


The COSATU official said: “We, trade unions, will resist 
the strike-breaking manoeuvres as a fundamental attack 
on us. In the past scabbing has led to violence and in the 
light of this, agencies are being reckless and provocative. 


“They (agencies) will have to take responsibility for 
conflict that will certainly arise as a result of their 
immoral and illegitimate actions.” 
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ASSOCOM [Association of Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry] spokesman, Mr Vincent Brett, was not avail- 
able for comment yesterday. He has reportedly said 
“partial race substitution was a viable measure against 
industrial unrest’ and that employers were considering 
the matter. 


According to the survey, most employers—canvassed for 
opinion on the recent three-day stayaway—reacted to 
the protest by: 


Taking some kind of disciplinary action; 
Threatening to dismiss or actually dismiss workers; 
Adopting a “no work, no pay” policy: 


Threatening to automate or machanise...or going ahead 
with this decision; 


Allowing workers to take leave, paid or unpaid: 


Proposing to reduce the ratio of black workers in favour 
of coloured or Indians; and 


Negotiating with unions to make up for lost time. 


Detained Editor Hospitalized for Depression 
MB0507122888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1218 
GMT 5 July 88 


Johannesburg, July 5, SAPA—The detained editor of the 
NEW NATION, Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu, has been admitted 
to hospital in Johannesburg. 


This information was given by a senior security policeman 
at John Vorster Square, said Mr Sisulu’s lawyer, Mrs Pri- 
scilla Jana. She said she had been told her client had been 
taken from Diepkloof Prison to the Johannesburg Hospital 
where he was receiving treatment for depression. 


Mr Sisulu was detained in December 1986 and has been 
held since then without trial. It is his second spell of 
detention under emergency rule. 


According to the minister of law and order, he is being 
detained because of his activities in relation to the 
National Education crisis Committee [NECC]. MR 
Sisulu, in court papers, denied his connections with the 
NECC were as the police understood them to be. 


Efforts to have Mr Sisulu released by the Rand Supreme 
Court failed early this year. The case is being taken on 
appeal to Bloemfontein. 
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ANC Offficial Outlines Military Strategy 
MB0607164088 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1610 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] A senior official of the ANC says its military strategy 
in the fight to topple the South African Government does 
not include indiscriminate attacks on civilians. 


The of.icial, Mr Tom Sebina, was responding to allega- 
tions by South Africa that the ANC was failing to 
discriminate between civilians and military or govern- 
ment targets. He said the ANC considered as legitimate 
targets all military installations and personnel, symbols 
of government such as law courts, government buildings, 
and police stations, and economic targets like railway 
stations and power stations. 


Soweto Council Cuts Power to Rent Debtors 
MBO0707075588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0723 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, July 7, SAPA—Council Action against 
rent and services defaulters and a sub-station fire left 
thousands of Soweto residents without electricity last night. 


Residents and businesses in Diepkloof were without 
electricity after a mini sub-station caught fire, Diepmea- 
dow’s town clerk, Mr J. F. de Jager, confirmed today. 


In Soweto, parts of the township also suffered a black- 
out—either through council action or by electrical fault, 
Mr Nico Malan, Soweto’s town clerk said. 


Parts of Pimville, Emdeni, and Naledi were blacked out 
last night after the Soweto Town Council's warning of 
more power cuts if electricity bills were not paid. 


Mr R.E. du Toit, Soweto’s chief electrical engineer said 
the council had no alternative but to cut supply to more 
areas because “the response in most areas has worsened, 
with many residents stopping payment of their rates. 


“Yesterday our department received a bomb scare call 
and some of our employees are being threatened with 
death. This is an indication of how the situation is 
getting out of hand, but unless residents pay their bills we 
will continue with the blackouts,” he said. 


Mr du Toit said vandalism was the main cause of wide- 
spread blackouts in some areas. “Because the system is 
being vandalised, the councils find it difficult to cut the 
supply only to the non-paying individuals,” he said, adding 
that his department had removed electricity boxes in some 
areas because the boxes had been vandalised a day after 
being repaired or replaced by the council. 


Concerning the blackout at Orlando Stadium which 
caused the postponement of a key Castle League NSL 
game between Mamelodi Sundowns and Bush Bucks, Mr 
du Toit said that was a coincidence because “we did not 
switch them off.” 
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He appealed to Soweto residents who thought their 
accounts were in order to come forward with the relevant 
documents so that their power could be reconnected. 


Mr de Jager said the Diepkloof blackout occurred at about 
6.30pm when the sub-station in zone three caught fire. 
Members of the Diepmeadow Traffic Department rushed to 
the scene where they fought and extinguished the fire. 


The department’s deputy superintendent, Mr A. Lavans, 
and four of his men fought the blaze with fire extinguish- 
ers from the patrol cars. Larger extinguishers were later 
collected from the Diepkloof clinic. 


The electricity department was called and power was 
restored after )-1/2 hours. 


More Than 60,000 TB Cases Reported in 1987 
MB0607071988 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] More than 60,000 cases of tuberculosis were 
reported in South Africa last year. This was revealed at 
the 5th Microbiology Congress arranged by the CSIR 
[Council for Scientific and Industrial Research] in Pre- 
toria. The researcher at the Tuberculosis Institute, Mrs 
Keren Knoetze, said at the congress that the number of 
cases of TB had decreased dramatically since the 1950's. 
She ascribed the trend to improved medical treatment 
and awareness campaigns. 


Police Issue Unrest Reports Covering 5,6 Jul 


5 Jul Report 
MB0607062688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0548 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria, July 6, SAPA—Following is the over- 
night unrest report as supplied by the Public Relations 
Division of the SAP in Pretoria: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Clermont (Pinetown) a private dwelling and a vehi- 
cle were badly damaged when a group of blacks threw 
petrol-bombs at them. 


“At Dambuza (Edendale) a black man was slightly 
injured when a group of blacks stoned a bus.” 


6 Jul Report 
MB0707070988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 


0628 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July 7 SAPA—Following is the SAP’s 
unrest report for today: 


“The following unrest-related incident was reported 
overnight: 
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“At Athlone (Cape) a delivery vehicle was damaged by 
stone-throwers.” 


Press Comment on Issues, Problems 


6 Jul Review 
MB0607114588/Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN on U.S. Shooting of Iranian Plane— Com- 
menting on the United States downing of an Iranian 
airliner, Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 5 
July says in its page 6 editorial: “We are sorry for the 
Americans, who have to bear the guilt for what the 
Soviet Union calls deliberate mass murder. It is such a 
terrible guilt that the U.S. should refrain from pointing a 
finger at South Africa when South Africa reacts to the 
violence of the ANC.” 


STAR: RSA Cannot Afford School Boycotts— ““Once more, 
schools in Soweto have been struck by boycott action for the 
past three months,” remarks a page 14 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on 6 July. “Pupils have 
stayed away from schools in protest over the detention of 
several of their colleagues,” and it seems “both the students 
and the authorities have not learnt from past experiences.” 
“The state of emergency has, perhaps, relegated the schools 
issue to the back burner. We are unable to report much of 
what is happening in the townships, and yet the simmering 
discontent with a whole variety of issues has been growing.” 
THE STAR believes “South Africa simply cannot afford it.” 


BUSINESS DAY: State Tries To Please Left, Right— 
According to Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 6 July in a page 4 editorial, one explanation for the 
latest official policy on group areas is that “the Nation- 
alists are trying to balance the inescapable need to adjust 
to African urbanisation against the retribution which 
they expect at the polls.” “The uproar on government's 
left over the ferocious provisions of the Group Areas 
Amendment Bill will not only drown out all other voices; 
it will also reinforce reactionary feelings on the right. 
Reforms cannot, in short, be smuggled into this society.” 


SOWETAN: Trade Unions Providing Leadership— On 
page 4 of Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 6 July, 
Sam Mabe says in his “Notebook” column that “we have 
lived with so many restrictions that even when we see 
opportunity, we cannot recognise them.” Mabe suggests 
that “we need to move aggressively towards changing our 
society.” He points out that there are reformist organi- 
sations which in their present form, cannot address the 
overall aspirations of workers. Restricted as they are in 
their operations, we accepted them because we were 
looking at what was good for us in them. And thank God 
they have worked for us. They provided a good training 
ground for leadership and democracy.“ 


Editorial on Iranian Airliner Incident— Referring to the 
shooting down of an Iranian passenger plane by the 
United States, the editorial says: “Must we accept Pres- 
ident Reagan's word that this was an ‘understandable 
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incident’? Must we ignore the fact | al the Americans are 
involved in a war that is hundreds and hundreds of miles 
away from their shores? We are trying very hard to 
believe what the Americans have said about this plane. 
But, we must admit, it is very difficult.” 


CAPE TIMES Condemns Tightening of Group Areas Act— 
Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 4 July says in its 
page 6 editorial “the legislation to tighten up enforcement of 
the Group Areas Act is breathtaking in its selfish disregard 
of the interests of the people of South Africa.” CAPE 
TIMES believes the “degree of overkill in the restrictive 
legislation will nullify the limited benefits. The symbolism 
of this callous measure will not be lost on the international 
community, never mind its effects on race relations at 
home, which is incalculable.” “The most charitable expla- 
nation is that the Botha government is seeking to retain the 
electoral favour of white racists.” 


CAPE TIMES: Criticism of Sharpeville Six Campaign— 
BUSINESS DAY editor Ken Owen writes on page 6 of 
Cape Town CAPE TIMES that he is “deeply suspicious 
that the campaign on behalf of the Sharpeville Six was 
launched from abroad in an attempt to legitimate mob 
killings of petty officials in order to make this country 
‘ungovernable’. It dovetails with a campaign to under- 
mine the legitimacy of all institutions of government, 
including the courts, also intended to make the place 
ungovernable.” Owen says it is “lamentable” that the 
Lawyers for Human Rights “tries to brush the question 
under the carpet, or to smuggle it past the State President 
and his political constituency as though they were stupid. 
Perhaps it is unavoidable that the law should be an ass; 
lawyersv should not be.” 


VADERLAND Praises Group Areas Amendments— A 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND 
in Afrikaans on 4 July says the amendment bills to the 
Group Areas Act is “compromising legislation and will 
surely be attacked from all sides: by those who want to 
see the act abolished as well as those who insist on total 
separation of the races.” However, DIE VADERLAND 
finds the bills “‘under the present circumstances, to be 
practical, fair, and in agreement with the NP policy. It 
provides group protection, but makes provision for 
individual choices, for local option, and provides power 
to local authorities to combat the creation of slums.” 


BURGER: RSA Battlefield of U.S., Cuban Ambitions— In 
the “From My Political Pen” column on page 8 of Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 2 July, correspondent 
Dawie says “it seems that others want to make South Africa 
the battlefield of their political ambitions. Americans 
started this at South Africa's expense; now Cuba seems to be 
taking the same path in Angola.” Dawie’s reason for Cuba’s 
behavior is that “President Castro is intent on spiting Mr 
Gorbachev—partly out of petulance, and partly to prevent a 
settlement in Angola which can lead to an understanding 
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between the USSR and the United States with regard to 
other matters.” Dawie believes that “outsiders are afraid 
that their plans will go wrong if the people of Africa come to 
some sort of an agreement.” 


Government Responds ‘Realistically’ to Group Areas— 
According to Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 
4 July in a page 8 editorial, the amendment bills to the 
Group Areas Act are “aimed at finding a satisfactory 
solution for the tricky group areas issue.” “It can be 
argued that the bills are no idea! solution,” but DIE 
BURGER believes they reflect a “flexible and realistic 
approach by the government in response to a very 
difficult situation.” 


BEELD Notes ‘Seriousness’ of Revolutionary Onslaught— 
According to Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 5 July 
in a page 10 editorial, “the seriousness of the revolutionary 
onslaught on South Africa has obviously not yet become 
apparent to most people. The basic mistake the public is 
making is to think it need not get involved because the 
security forces will protect it. This conception is playing 
right into the hands of the unscrupulous revolutionaries.” 


REPUBLIKEIN Blames Angolan War on Cuba— Referring 
to the peace talks between the United States, Cuba, Angola, 
and South Africa, Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN in Afni- 
kaans on | July says in a page 8 editorial that “it was clear 
from the Cuban buildup of its forces in southern Angola that 
they were seeking a reason for a demonstration of their 
force. Castro wanted to show his strength following his 
bombastic and provocative speech a couple of weeks ago. 
However, no-one was provoking him.” “This week he 
proved that he was the aggressor who exercised no self- 
discipline and who must now shoulder the blame for the war 
Situation in southern Angola.” 


7 Jul Review 
MB0707102088/Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN says Group Areas Bill Too ‘Harsh’— The page 
6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
for 6 July says it regards the Group Areas Amendment 
Bill “as too Draconian, its penalties are excessively 
harsh, it is open to abuse, it is harmful to race relations, 
and it 1s bound to cause further damage to the country’s 
image abroad. The government should reconsider the 
Bill lest it destroy all the good of open areas by attempt- 
ing to make closed areas even more tightly closed.” 


STAR: Concern for Engineering Drain— “Falling student 
enrolment in civil engineering points also to the brain 
drain, not only from among existing skills but also of 
youthful potential skills,” says a page 14 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 7 July. “The 
flight of skills has never been properly measured, but there 
is no doubt it is on a scale that raises grave problems. If it 
is not stemmed, South Africa could revert to Third World 
standards long before sufficient South Africans of various 
colours are trained to an acceptable technological level.” 
THE STAR believes that stemming the brain drain 
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“requires a political solution—a reform programme effec- 
tive enough to give sophisticated people with internation- 
ally wanted skills enough hope and pride in their country 
not to flee, and the next generation the determination and 
the confidence to stay and be trained.” 


BUSINESS DAY on RSA Rambo-Style Foreign Policy— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 7 July 
remarks in a page 4 editorial that “an element of 
machismo—one hesitates to call it the Rambo factor— 
has manifested itself in South African foreign policy ever 
since President Botha’s accession to power brought the 
military into a position of great influence in policy- 
making.” BUSINESS DAY asks whether the “cost of 
adventurism in foreign affairs can be justified by the 
results.” It points out that nearly a dozen South Africans 
are in detention in neighboring countries. “To rule out 
violent responses in a dangerous world is obviously 
unrealistic; but in the end (as our military gurus profess 
to believe) the only answers are political. Those political 
answers are unlikely to be sought with much persistence 
so long as Rambo leads the charge.” 


Editorial Urges Review of Sisulu Detention— A second 
editorial on the same page says the fact that NEW 
NATION editor Zwelakhe Sisulu has been admitted to 
hospital suffering from depression “is hardly surpris- 
ing—he has been in custody for more than 18 months, 
and he brought an unsuccessful court application last 
October challenging his detention under the emergency 
regulations.”’ “Detentions are said to be constantly under 
review. If government assurances on this score are to 
have any meaning Sisulu’s case, in particular demands 
the minister's attention.” 


SOWETAN Advises Against Class Boycotts— Johannes- 
burg SOWETAN in English on 7 July says in its page 10 
editorial that “it will again be the black community that 
will be the poorer if the weapon of class boycotts is again 
used.” “The police will not comment on people who are 
in detention under the emergency regulations, so it ts 
difficult to know the number of pupils who are detained. 
But if there are any, the authorities need to pay partic- 
ular attention to releasing them or charging them in the 
courts immediately. On the other hand we hope the 
pupils will decide on better ways of expressing their 
anger than through this self-flagellation.”’ 


BEELD Laments Decline of Active Civil Engineers— 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 6 July says in a 
page 10 editorial that “engineering is one of the corner- 
stones of a healthy infrastructure,” and that is why “it is 
so disconcerting to note that the number of active civil 
engineers has decline by the thousands since 1981.” The 
editorial warns that “something will have to be done in 
South Africa to ensure that more people qualify in this 
field and that less are tempted to seek their luck abroad.” 
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Zimbabwe 


Parliament Extends State of Emergency 6 Months 
MB0707053488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1322 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Harare July 6 SAPA—Zimbabwean Home Affairs 
Minister Moven Mahachi today gave notice of a motion 
that Parliament extends the state of emergency for a 
further six months from July 26, the national news 
agency ZIANA reports. 


Mr Mahachi did not elaborate on the motion except to 
say that it was a constitutional requirement that the 
House of Assembly approves the extension before the 
emergency expires later this month. 


MPs Support Fight Against Mozambican Rebels 
MB0707065688 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] Zimbabwean MPs in Harare yesterday supported 
continued Zimbabwean military support for Mozambi- 
que in the struggle against armed banditry. This was 
contained in a motion supporting President Robert 
Mugabe's speech in Parliament. 


AIM, the Mozambican news agency, reports that the 
motion states that Zimbabwe must support Mozambi- 
que in its struggle against the armed bandits. The motion 
also recalled Mozambique’s historic role in Zimbabwe's 
liberation struggle and stressed the need to defend the 
Beira Corridor. 


Mugabe Calls for U.S. Withdrawal from Gulf 
MB05S07181588 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] The president. Comrade Robert Mugabe, has 
called for the withdrawal of all foreign troops from the 
Gulf region where Iran and Iraq have been fighting for 
the past 8 years. Comrade Mugabe's call 1s contained in 
a message of condolence to his Iranian counterpart, Mr 
Ali Khamene’i, expressing sympathy over the death of 
298 people through the shooting down of an Iranian 
aircraft by the United States Navy on Sunday. 


In a separate message to President Ronald Reagan of the 
United States, Comrade Mugabe called on Washington 
and other countries involved to withdraw their navies 
from the Gulf to facilitate an international (?plan) for the 
peaceful settlement of the conflict between Iran and Iraq. 
Comrade Mugabe, who is the current chairman of the 
Nonaligned Movement, said the Reagan administration 
should make sure that the circumstances of the incident 
are thoroughly investigated by an international team of 
experts. He said that the shooting down of the Iranian 
aircraft is a direct consequence of the big power naval 
buildup on the tension-ridden Gulf region. 
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Benin 


Security Court Reopens To Try Coup Plotters 
ABO107 193088 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 1 July 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Big political trials are apparently in the offing in 
Bema. The country’s State Security Court is being reacti- 
vated and there’s speculation that it will deal with two major 
cases. A number of military men including top army officers 
were arrested in March this year amid talks of a mysterious 
plot against President Kerekou and a group of university 
students, lecturers, and activists alleged to have connections 
with the Communist Party. And the trials will follow far- 
reaching changes in Benin’s legal system. Our correspondent 
Elizabeth Blunt is in Cotonou. Mark Doyle asked her what 
the legal changes are: 


[Begin recording] [Blunt] Well, the whole legal system 
has undergone some changes in recent years. It is now, 
people say, a revolutionary [words indistinct] system. 
The main difference between the legal system now and 
the old days is that the judges aren't all professional 
lawyers. We do have professional judges and we should 
have peopic’s judges sitting with them which are ordi- 
nary people who were chosen to work with the profes- 
sional judges and they have got an equal say in the 
verdict. Now the changes are being made to [words 
indistinct] the legal system is that the State Security 
Court which has been more or less moribund for many 
years [words indistinct]. And now, quite suddenly and 
just after the arrests in the Army, the National Assembly 
was asked to make some changes in the security court as 
well. And this is being done. 


[Doyle] So, have the changes been made specifically to 
bring some of these army officers to trial? 


[Blunt] Apparently yes. | met the man who was at the 
head of Benin’s legal system. He is the president of the 
Central People’s Court, Dr Amlan, and he confirmed 
that, yes, these changes did indeed have to do with the 
arrests, that it wasn’t mere coincidence but it was 
because of that that the changes had been put through 
now. But he didn’t give me any sort of date for the trial 
although a trial is expected. He said that would be 
announced when the time was right and | would think 
they have to wait till then, nor would he confirm how 
many people were being held or what they would be 
charged with. 


[Doyle] How much, in fact, is known about this plot to 
kill the president that apparently took place or allegedly 
took place in March? 

[Blunt] Very little. There has been no public statement, 
no public announcement, and consequently rumors are 
rife because wildly varying figures are given for the 
number of people arrested. In fact, probably the highest 
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figures would refer to the number of people who have 
been briefly detained. A lot of people are being taken and 
briefly questioned and allowed to go—people who are 
very tenuously connected with the plot if indeed there 
was a plot. One very senior lawyer in Cotonou told me 
that his estimate was around 100 or just over 100 people 
actually still held. Although they weren't all arrested in 
March, the arrests have continued and are continuing 
even now. 


[Doyle] Has this group of prisoners got anything to do 
with the group of prisoners which has have been in 
jail...{[changes thought] political prisoners who have been 
in jail in Benin since 1984, 1985 mostly students? Are 
the two groups in any way connected? 


{Blunt} Probably not. The people arrested in 1985 were 
civilians. There were, as you say, students and also 
university lecturers among them. The arrests were sup- 
posed to do with having links with a banned left-wing 
Organization, the Dahomean Communist Party which ts 
{words indistinct] to President Kerekou. 


The people arrested this year ...it seems much more 
straightforward to be a military plot apparently to kill 
the president during a cross-country run. And although 
there are students among them, it’s predominantly sol- 
diers this time that have been arrested and it doesn’t 
seem to be so ideologically based. [end recording] 


Guinea 


Industrial Waste Reloading on Kassa Island Ends 
ABO0207 144388 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 2 Jul 88 


[Text] The reloading of the toxic industrial waste in 
Kassa island ts over. The ship, Baniak, leaves Kassa soon 
with 15,000 tons of waste. Boubacar Yassine Diallo has 
been closely monitoring the last operations in Kassa. 


[Begin recording] Contrary to what we were told the day 
before yesterday, ihere will be no celebration during the 
departure ceremony of the ship, on which about 19,000 
[as heard] tons of toxic industrial waste have been 
reloaded. This was decided by the government—obvi- 
ously happy to see the Baniak leave our territorial 
waters. Short of a big surprise due to technical reasons, 
the Baniak will weigh anchor in a few moments. It was 
learned from the Navy that measures have been taken to 
speed up the ship's departure. This was confirmed a 
while ago by the Navy chief of staff, Ousamana Amara 
Bangoura, who already arrived on the island. Despite 
heavy rains that have poured down on Kassa, the local 
people have crowded the quays probably to curse for the 
last time the Baniak and its dangerous load. The sun rose 
on the island a few minutes ago as if to announce that 
everything is ready. This is the information we can 
provide for the time being. | will soon see. This is 
Boubacar Yassine Diallo from Kassa. [end recording] 
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Ship Departs; Conte Comments 
AB0407110388 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
0645 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[Text] The Guinean Government has scored success: 
The 15,000 metric tons of waste dumped at Kassa have 
been totally re-embarked. The vessel, *Baniak,” left our 
territorial waters on Saturday, 2 July. Our reporters say 
the cargo ship left with a 19,000-metric-ton load. This is 
because the site where the 15,000 metric tons of waste 
had been dumped was thoroughly scraped as a security 
measure. The head of state is totally satisfied. Neverthe- 
less, for General Lansana Conte. the question now is to 
know how these toxic residues arrived in our country. 


[Begin Conte recording] If it is true that some people 
received money for this waste, and if some accomplices 
were state officials—I am not accusing anybody—we all 
agree that these people must be punished. It is not the 
government which issues sentences, it is the Justice 
Department. The police will pass on the case to the 
Justice Department, and the Justice Department will 
issue sentences. We will thus make them regret their 
action so that society will know that they are at fault. 
This will discourage others from doing the same thing. 
{end recording] 


That was the president of the Republic. Gen Lansana 
Conte, at the press conference that he granted to the 
national press last Saturday. On that occasion, the head 
of state exhorted the national press to do its work well. 
There will thus be no restrictive measures: Journalists 
must fully play their role. [Begin Conte recording] A 
journalist is a secret agent. We must not hide this fact: 
He carries out investigations in order to write. All 
investigators are agents. Investigate and write. Write 
what is true. Have no fears, and do not say. if I say this, 
the government will do this or that. If it is a lie, this will 
be known; but if it is the truth, one is obliged to tell it. 
{end recording] 


During the press conference, much was said on the 
friendly and cooperative relations between Guinea and 
China, where the head of state is to pay an official 7-day 
visit in mid-July. Gen Conte said the aim of the visit ts 
to strengthen and diversify the cooperation between 
Guinea and China and to see on what basis the two 
countries can revitalize their ties of cooperation. 


Ivory Coast 


Legislators To Examine Toxic Waste Dumping Bill 
AB0607193388 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 6 Jul 88 p 5 


[Michel Kouame article: “Legislators To Examine Bill 
on Toxic Waste"; first two paragraphs are introduction] 


[Text] Toxic waste is as dangerous to Africa as the AIDS 
disease, especially if we are accomplices of all those who 
seek to make our continent a refuse dump or a garbage 
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heap. In keeping with its past practice of reacting 
promptly, Ivory Coast has once again reacted at the night 
moment. At a cabinet meeting last Wednesday [29 June]. 
in line with the resolutions adopted at the ECOWAS 
summit, Ivory Coast has decided to take concrete mea- 
sures. To this effect, a government bill will be examined 
this morning by the legislators in an expanded session. 


Ivory Coast is once again setting a good example. Not only 
has it been able to keep itself safe from toxic waste dumped 
on Our continent, but it has also decided to take legal 
measures to check those who participate in this calamity 
which threatens the very existence of our continent. 


Whether “household waste.” toxic waste, or nuclear 
waste, it is all “filth” that the senders do not want. We 
have simply to look at Australia, which, thousands of 
miles away from our continent, did not hesitate to look 
for a refuse dump here. Australia is one of the largest 
States on the planet and thus has many possible dumping 
sites. The same can be said of European countries, which 
have uninhabited areas that could accommodate this 
waste. Unfortunately, not only are there existing laws 
forbidding such an act in each of the countries con- 
cerned, but European public opinion, generally well- 
informed, would not permit it. 


Their only recourse then is the African countries. The 
people of this part of the worid are on the brink of abject 
poverty. One can suppose then, that given a handful of 
money, they would accert toxic waste, especially since the 
true nature of the waste .s very often not revealed. In some 
cases, people were made to believe that this was useful 
material for the manufacture of bricks. Well, everyone is 
aware of the great importance to poor and poorly housed 
people of a decent home, and of their great demand for 
lodging. In short, like perverse psychologists, the dumpers of 
toxic waste in the African Continent have simply taken 
advantage of the ignorance and misery of Africans. This act 
is all the more serious since they are the very ones respon- 
sible for Africa's economic and financial situation, for its 
impoverishment, and they are taking advantage of it. It 1s 
certain that if the rich countries bought our raw materials at 
just and reasonable prices, this would go a long way towards 
protecting us from need. Is our continent not the largest 
reservoir of raw materials? 


Our legislators therefore have in their possession this 
morning a weighty document, for the measures that they 
will enable the government to take will give our country 
the means to effectively prevent this calamity. For, 
though Africans did not have the opportunity to speak 
up at the time of the growth of colonialism a few 
centuries ago, though they were presented with the 
accomplished fact of slavery, though they are subjected 
to apartheid in the RSA without being able to do much 
against this institutionalized racism, though they cannot 
even set the prices of the raw materials which they 
produce, they at least have within them the instinct of 
gregariousness, the instinct of Conservation. 
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Africa must reject collective death. Even in its poverty, it 
has the night to lead a worthy and clean life. It must 
refuse to be the refuse dump, the garbage heap of the rich 
countries that make fun of us. While there are so many 
problems to solve on earth, while they could contribute 
to the solution of the world hunger problem, they instead 
waste billions of dollars on arming themselves or on 
space exploration. Let them at least not dump their toxic 
waste on the African Continent! 


It is obvious that if the Ivorian example is followed, if all 
African countries adopt similar measures, if our conti- 
nent unites in the face of this grave danger, they would 
perhaps be left with only one solution: to suspend tons of 
waste (perhaps in barrels and containers in the sky?) over 
our heads. And then, like the Gauls, we will also begin to 
be afraid—afraid that the sky will fall on our heads. 


Pass Laws on Toxic Waste 
AB0607204788 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Excerpt] Any person found guilty of fraud in the com- 
mercialization of agricultural products will receive a 
sentence of 10 to 20 years imprisonment and a fine 
ranging from 5 to 50 million CFA francs; and anyone 
who engages in the purchase, sale, importation, transit- 
ing, transport, or warehousing and storage of toxic 
industrial waste or harmful substances in Ivory Coast 
will get 15 to 20 years imprisonment and a fine ranging 
from 100 to 500 million CFA francs. This decision was 
handed down today by the legislators. The Ivorian 
legislators unanimously adopted the two bills concerning 
offenses relating to the commercialization of agricultural 
products, and to the protection of public health and the 
environment against the effects of toxic and nuclear 
waste and harmful substances. 


In the two cases, the law has also made provision for the 
punishment of any attempts to commit the offense. 
Thus, any person, for instance, who attempts fraud in the 
commercialization of agricultural products is liable to 5 
to 10 years imprisonment and a fine ranging from | to 5 
million CFA francs. [passage omitted] 


Mali 
Traore, Western Envoys, Discuss Bilateral Ties 


Sees U.S. Ambassador 
ABOS07214888 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT § Jul 88 


[Excerpt] General Moussa Traor received the U.S. 
ambassador to Mali, His Excelicacy Robert Maxwell 
Pringle, accompanied by his first counselor. Gen Moussa 
Tracre first of all expressed the hearty thanks and 
gratitude of the Malian people to the United States 
Government and people for the assistance and support 
for our development efforts. The Malian people share 
the joy of the United States, a friendly country, which 
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just celebrated its 212 anniversary of the dec ar. ion of 
its independence yesterday and reaffirmed, on this occa- 
sion, his desire and readiness to develop and further 
strengthen our ties of bilateral cooperation in a spirit of 
solidarity, justice, and peace. 


The talks further centered on the review of the political 
situation in Africa, particularly, the situation in southern 
Africa in light of the negotiations started between various 
sides in London, then in Brazzavile, Cairo and very soon in 
the United States. The head of state and current OAU 
chairman said he was open to all kinds of suggestions that 
aim to advancing the peaceful settlement of the s tuation in 
southern Africa in accordance with the various OAU and 
United Nations Security Council resolutions. Gen Moussa 
Traore stressed the need for an urgent resolution of this 
southern African problem which poses itself at three levels. 
namely political, with the decolonization of oppressed peo- 
ple; economic, with the destabilization activities preventing 
development: and social, with the painful question of refu- 
gees. [passage omitied] 


Receives French Envoy 
AB0607073088 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT § Jul 88 


[Text] The president of the Republic this morning 
received the French ambassador to Mali, His Excellency 
Michel Perrin. Talks centered on the mutually advanta- 
geous relations of friendship and cooperation existing 
between the two countries. In this respect, the French 
ambassador announced the arrival next Thursday [7 
July] of the French cooperation minister, Mr Jacques 
Pelletier, on a visit which will be devoted to reviewing 
the various areas of bilateral cooperation. This coopera- 
tion covers all areas of socioeconomic cooperation in an 
atmosphere of mutual reciprocity, respect, and trust. 


His Excellency Michel Perrin, who 1s just back from leave, 
presented the viewpoints of the French Government con- 
cerning the burning issues of the African Continent in the 
political and economic fields. He also alluded to the recent 
initiatives of the French president adopted during the 
Toronto summmit, which forms part of the policy of plead- 
ing for the Third World since the Cancun and Venice 
summits. Developments in the Chad-Libya conflict and the 
problem of toxic waste were also discussed. Here is His 
Excellency Michel Perrin speaking to (Youyouba Samake) 
at the end of his audience. 


[Begin Perrin recording] | was in France in the month of 
May, and during this time, a number of political events 
took place. There was a change in government after the 
presidential election and | warited to discuss all this with 
the president of the Republic who was quite supportive 
of the French political system. And I also wanted to 
personally congratulate President Moussa Traore on his 
election as chairman of the OAU. I say. personally, 
because | am congratulating him on my own behalf. I 
obviously did not wait for all this time to congratulate 
him by correspondence. The minister of cooperation will 
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arrive this week, on Thursday [7 July] evening to be 
exact, and he will be here on Friday morning to orally 
present the congratulations of the French Government 
to President Moussa Traore. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Government Issues Ultimatum to Striking Union 
AB0607074988 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] The Industrial Arbitration Panel has ordered the 
Academic Staff Union of Universities, the Senior Staff 
Association of Universities, and three other trade 
unions, currently on strike, to call off their industrial 
actions immediately. This was contained in a statement 
in Lagos yesterday by the panel. The panel directed that 
industrial peace be maintained by all parties until the 
final determination of the case now before it. 


Meanwhile, the Federal Government has directed the 
striking members of the Academic Staff Union of Uni- 
versities and the Senior Staff Association to return to 
work within 2 days in effect from yesterday or face 
appropriate measures by the government. Similarly, uni- 
versity councils have been directed to work out and 
implement with immediate effect the arproved elon- 
gated salary scale applied to the university salary struc- 
ture. The minister of education, Prof Jibril Aminu, said 
in a broadcast last night that the strike action by the 
unions was unreasonable and fully unjustified. He said 
the union embarked on the strike without searching for 
negotiations with the Ministry of Education or the 
National Universities Commission. Professor Aminu 
stated that the National Universities Commission had 
requested for and oMained 75 million naira supplemen- 
tary allocation from the Federal Government to help 
universities in implementing the new salary structure 
and fringe benefits. 


Students for Defying Worship Rules 
ABO0407170688 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[Text] The authorities of Federal Government Health 
College, Calabar, have suspended 60 students for the rest 
of this term for what they called consistent breaking of 
schoo! regulations. The principal of the school, Mrs 
Stella Barclay, explained that the affected students had 
deliberately defied college rules on religious worship. She 
said they had convened illegal and unauthorized fellow- 
ship meetings during which they disturbed other stu- 
dents. Mrs Barclay maintained that their behavior 
grossly violated the Federal Ministry of Education's 
rules on religious worship and those of the school. 


Interviewed on Waste Dumping, ECOWAS 
AB0607114988 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] The removal of toxic industrial waste from Koko, 
in Nigeria, is expected to begin in a few days’ time. The 
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waste, which was allegedly deposited by an Italian com- 
pany, intensified Nigeria's campaign against waste 
dumping, which led to an agreement al a recent 
ECOWAS summit meeting in Lome, Togo, to ban toxic 
waste from ECOWAS member states. Ben Asante asked 
Nigeria's president, Ibrahim Babangida, in Lome what 
sanctions would be taken against countries which do not 
observe the ban agreement. 


[Begin recording] [Babangida] The question of sanctions 
against any member state does not arise for the time 
being because we are all unanimous in condemning this. 
And there 1s a very strong resolve by each member static 
to ensure that this 1s not a case. We all agreed. We talked 
during the closed-door session between ourselves as 
heads of state and government. We talked very frankly 
and very objectively too on what happened in the 
various countries and we discussed all this. But the 
important thing is that we all resolve that we will not 
allow this to happen. 


[Asante] If we turn to other specific issues, the free 
movement [words indistinct] to be able to reside in other 
countries. You have spoken about harassment and diffi- 
culties. Is there a political will to move on this front also” 


[Babangida] | believe there is that political wall. It may 
take time, but | think the will is very much there. 


[Asante] What of specific integration? Banks, indus- 
trial projects: Are these areas that you think ECOWAS 
can work in? 


[Babangida] Yes, | think we can. A lot is being achieved 
toward that direction. | am sure you are aware of the 
Ecobank which has just come into operation. And even as 
far as the communications network 1s concerned, a lot 1s 
being done. So the question of integration 1s really being 
addressed very seriously and | am very optimustic that as 
President Jawara has said, within this century, we should be 
able to achieve the desired integration. [end recording] 


Paper Says Toxin Threat Knows No Frontiers 
AB0607093788 Lagos International Service in Enelish 
0830 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] THE PUNCH focuses on the dumping of toxic 
waste in the continent and says thal it 1s a new and 
vicious threat to the continent. The paper pornts out that 
the dangers of toxic waste do not know any international 
frontiers. hence the threat of industrial waste to one 
African nation 1s equally a threat to others. It believes 
that it 1s in the realization of this that the ECOWAS 
summit in Togo took the measure to stop the dumping of 
the waste in the continent. THE PUNCH however warns 
that unless member nations of the ECOWAS are com- 
mitted to this new cause and are ready to sacrifice any 
monetary gains for national dignity, the measures may 
remain a mirage. 
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Inspector General Grounds Middle East Airliner 
ABO107192888 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 1 Jul 88 


[Text] A Middle East airliner chartered to airlift: Nige- 
rian pilgrims from the Aminu Kano International Air- 
port, has been grounded on the orders of the inspector 
general of police, Alhaji Mohammadu Gambo. This 
followed the discovery of some discrepancies on the 
plane's maintenance document. The inspector general. 
who is also Amir Ul Hajj [Pilgrims’ leader], said the 
aircraft was not safe to continue the airlift of the pilgrims 
to the Holy Land. 


The military commandant of the airport. Squadron 
Leader (Sam Etinang), who confirmed to our correspon- 
dent that the order had already been imposed and the 
owners of the aircraft had been directed to [words 
indistinct] all available documents and data to satisfy 
aviation regulations. He said a careful . 90k at the Middle 
East document accompanying the airline showed that it 
would be due for maintenance after flying (744) hours. 


Squadron Leader (Etinang) added that the previous main- 
tenance records of the aircraft were questionable. He stated 
that Nigeria airways officials were surprised to discover that 
since the | Sth of April this year and until the 25th of last 
month when the Middle East line had flown into Nigeria 
from Paris, it had flown for only 15 hours. The aircraft 
commandant said under normal circumstances, an aircraft 
flies 1,000 hours in 3 months. He emphasized that if the 
Middle East air officials failed to give convincing docu- 
ments on the air worthiness of the plane immediately, it 
would be ordered out of the couniry. The Saudi Arabia 
authorities had earlier warned that the aircraft should not be 
allowed to land at its airport until it has satisfied all 
aviation-fixed regulations. 
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Senegal 


Nine Parties Resume National Roundtable Talks 
AB0607153788 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] The national roundtable talks on the electoral 
code and the use of state media organizations resumed 
this morning at 1100 under the chairmanship of Prof 
(Ibou Dyjai The). The nine political partrees—the Socialist 
Party, the Senegalese Democratic Party-Renovation, the 
African Party for the Independence of the Masses, the 
Senegalese Democratic Party, the Indepex.dence Labor 
Party, the Democratic League-Labor Party Movement, 
the Senegalese Republican Movement, the Democratic 
National Rally. and the Senegalese Democratic Union- 
Renovation—which had participated in the opening 
session met again this morning at the round table. In 
addition to the consensus on the agenda, another con- 
sensus was achieved this morning on the presence of 
cabinet members, who are now allowed to attend the 
deliberations. On the equal participation of all parties 
involved, severa! proposals are under examination. An 
agreement will be reached on the number of representa- 
tives from each political party. It will be noted that the 
deliberations will have to end by 14 July at the latest. 


Committee Meeting Suspended 
AB0607211488 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] The political commitiee of the national round 
table meeting today suspended its session late in the 
morning. A release from the APS [SENEGALESE 
PRESS AGENCY] that we have received says the nego- 
tiathons will resume on Monday, 10 July [date as heard]. 
but that, in the meantime, Chairman tbou Diaite, chair- 
man of the political committee, will have meetings with 
the heads of the delegations to find grounds of agreement 
among the various partics. 
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